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Behold,  the  Bridegroom  cometh; 
Go  ye  out  to  meet  Him — Mat,  25—6. 
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To  the  Inhabitants  of  Madras. 

Shall  a  trumpet  be 
blown  in  the  City,  and  the  people  not  be 
afraid  f  Shall  there  be  evil  in  a  City.  And 
the  Lord  hath  Dot  done  it  ?  Surely  the  Lord 
God  will  do  nothing,  but  he  revealeth  his  se- 
cret unto  his  Servants  the  Prophets. 

The  lion  hath  roared,  who  will  not 
fear?  the  Lord  God  hath  spoken,who 
can  but  propheey. 

To  all  that  fear  the  Lord  we  would 
now  direct  your  attention  to  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  which  is  verily  being 
fulfilled  in  this  our  day. 

"  The  mighty  God  even  the  Lord 
hath  spoken  and  called  the  Earth 
from  the  risinpr  of  the  sun  unto  the 
going  down  thereof ;"  Psl.  50.  1st 
verse. 

It  is  our  lot  to  live  in  the  day  when 
these  sacred  truths  are  being  fulfilled. 
A  day  in  which,  the  anger  of  the  Al- 
mighty is  kindled  against  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  earth,  because  of  their 
wickedness  nnd  abominations.  And 
in  his  everlasting  mercies  he  hath 
condescended  to  reveal  himself  unto 
his  servants  the  prophets, and  reveal- 
ed   his  secrets,  agreeable  to  his  uni~ 


form  dealings  with  the  children  of 
men,  for  whenever  he  had  a  work  to 
perform  ;  it  is  an  established  Law  in 
the  economy  ofGod,  to  use  man  as  an 
instrument,  to  carry  out  his  decrees 
and  purposes,  and  whenever  ha 
threatened  to  destroy  a  city  or  nation, 
he  called  upon  his  servants  the  pro- 
phets to  carry  out  hi6  purposes,  and, 
as  this  is  a  Uniform  Rule  in  the  holy 
Scriptures  j  we  with  a  double  assur- 
ance knowing  that  God  has  spoken 
unto  his  servant  the  prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  we  would  now  raise  cur  feeble 
voice,  in  testimony  of  what  the  Lord 
hath  set  his  hand  to  accomplish 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

But  as  this  generation,  deny  pro- 
phets, and  apostles — there  was  not 
a  church  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 
that  believed  in  the  faith  of  the 
Ancient  Saints,  namely,  of  having 
inspired,  Prophets  to  declare  unto 
them,"  thus  saith  the  Lord  ;"  conse- 
quently, never  could  expect  a  visit 
from  him,  when  they  all,  not  only 
declare  that  he  will  no  more  visit  man 
but,  have  denied  his  Divine  Attri- 
butes ;  and  turned  away  from  the  tru» 
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God  of  Israel,  and  since  tlie  days  of 
the  Apostles  we  have  been  left 
without  a  Prophet  to  declare  the 
will  of  the  Lord,  to  the  people. 
Since  that  time  according  to  the  testi- 
mony of  all  Christendom,  they  have 
been  without  this  living  Oracle,  or 
the  mind  and  will  of  tlie  Lord,  or 
any  subject;  for  they  declare  that  he 
has  not  spoken  to  man  for  the  last 
seventeen  centuries,  and  have  been 
living  without  hope  and  without  God 
in  the  world;  but  what  saith  the  Pro- 
phet "  The  priests'  lips  should  keep 
kuowledge,  and  they  should  seek  the 
law  at  his  mouth,  for  he  is  the  mes- 
senger of  theLord  of  hosts. "(Mallachi 
ii.  7  ver.)  I  am  thankful  to  our  Hea- 
venly Father  for  light  and  truth  and 
his  holy  will,  which,  in  his  abundant 
mercies  has  revealed  throughliis  Pro- 
phet Joseph  Smith,  called  by  his  own 
voice,  as  was  Moses  to  declare  the 
will  of  the  Lord  unto  this  generation, 
and  to  point  out  the  narrow  way  to 
Eternal  Life;  saying  here  is  the  way 
walk  ye  in  it. 

It  is  common  among  all  Christians 
to  pray  "  thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will 
be  done  upon  earth,  as  it  is  done  in 
Heaven."  Now  unto  such  as  pray  for 
these  blessings,  God  has  sent  an  an- 
swer to  your  prayers,  for  he  has  now 
set  up  his  kingdom  upon  the  earth,  no 
more  to  be  thrown  down  forever  ;  and 
all  that  desire  to  do  theLord's  will, we 
will  now  declare  it  unto  you,  as  it  is 
now  declared  by  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  that  all  men  every  where  must 
repent  of  their  sins,  and  cease  to  do 
evil,  and  from  henceforth  learn  to  do 
good,  cease  to  speak  evil  one  of  ano- 
ther, and  seek  to  lay  aside  all  envy 
and  strife,  cease  to  be  high-minded, 
and  become  as  little  children,  or 
you  can  in  no  case  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God,  now  organised  upon 
the  earth.  Feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the 
naked,  have  mercy  and  compassion 
one  to  another,  cease  to  speak  evil  of 
the  heavenly  message  now  sent  unto 
you,  and  from  all  manner  of  wicked- 
ness committed  in  secret  places,  se- 
parate yourselves  from  a  corrupt  and 
hireling  priesthood,  who  make  mer- 


chandize of  the  souls  of  men;  and  come 
and  hear  tlie  word  of  the  Lord,  with- 
out money  or  price,  apply  your 
hearts  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  for 
which  you  pretend  to  have  so  much 
reverence, for  it  testifies  of  ihese  things, 
ask  God  in  the  name  of  Jesus  to  en- 
lighten your  minds,  call  upon  his  nam  e 
with  mighty  faith  and  prayer,  and 
humble  yourselves  to  the  earth  that, 
peradven  ture  theLord  may  have  mer- 
cy upon  you  as  uponNineveh  ;  deny  no 
longer  the  power  of  God,  have  mercy 
upon  the  perishing  widows  and  or- 
phans whose  cries  ascend  daily  to  the 
ears  of  the  Lord  of  Saboath,  for  "  if  a 
brother  or  sister  c  ome  unto  you  hun- 
gry and  naked,"  and  ye  say  unto  them 
depart  in  peace,  notwithstanding  yon 
give  not  unto  them  the  things  that 
are  needful,  what  doth  it  profit  you, 
for  this  is  true  religion  before  God, 
and  the  Father  to  visit  tlie  fatherless, 
and  widow  in  their  affliction. "James  1, 
27. "And  if  any  one  seem  to  bereligious 
and  bridleth  not  his  tongue,  but  de- 
ceiveth  his  own  heart,  this  man's  re- 
ligion is  vain."  Open  up  your  halls 
and  places  of  worship  and  we  will  de- 
clare more  fully  the  word  of  the  Lord 
unto  you,  and  seek  lo  redeem  your- 
selves from  the  much  evil  you  have 
spoken,  and  published  against  an  in- 
nocent and  amiable,  people,  and  all 
that  have  hitherto  lavished  their  time 
and  means, in  propagating  wicked  and 
false  ;  misrepresentations,  against  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  repent  of  this  great 
evil,  in  time,  and  be  as  zealous  to 
publish  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and 
devote  all  your  energies  and  abilities 
thatGod  has  given  you,  and  no  longer 
abuse  them,  but  like  unto  the  Apostle 
Paul,  with  a  determined  and  fixed  re- 
solution to  serve  God  with  all  your 
might,  mind3,  and  strength,  and  bring 
forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance  ;  and 
when  you  have  done  all  these  things, 
then,  you  will  have  done  the  mind 
and  will  of  the  Lord,  and  not  until 
then,  for  it  is  vain  to  cry  "  Lord  Lord, 
and  keep  not  his  commandments,"  for 
ye  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but 
by  every  wo\d  which  p-oceeds  from 
the  mouth  of  God,  for  he  will  reveal 
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"line  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept, 
here  a  little  and  there  a  little."  Learn 
of  Jesus,for  he  was  meek  and  lowly 
and  contrite  in  heart,  follow  him  down 
to  the  waters  of  baptism,  and  be  im- 
mersed for  the  remission  of  your  sine, 
and  fulfill  that  act  of  righ'eousness,for 
no  man  can  enter  the  Kingdom  of 
heaven,  except  he  be  born  of  water 
and  of  the  spirit,  and  receive  the  lay- 
ing on  of  hands,  for  theGift  oftheHoly 
Ghost,  from  the  servants  of  the  Lord 
legally  appointed  to  administer- unto 
you,  "  for  the  promise  it  is  unto  you, 
and  to  your  children,  and  unto  all 
that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the 
Lord  our  God  shall  call."  The  Lord 
is  now  calling  upon  "  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  world,"  and  dwellers  on 
the  earth,  to  see  ".  when  he  lifteth  up 
an  ensign  on  the  mountains,  and  when 
he  bloweth  a  trumpet,  hear  ye;  for  so 
the  Lord  said  unto  me,  I  will  take  my 
rest,  and  I  will  consider  in  my  dwell- 
ing place,  like  a  clear  heat  upon  herbs, 
and  like  a  cloud  of  dew  in  the  heat 
of  harvest.  For  afore  the  harvest, 
when  the  bud  is  perfect,  and  the  sour  i 
grape  is  ripening  in  the  flower,  lie  j 
shall  both  cut  off  the  sprigs  with  j 
pruning  hooks,  ?.nd  take-  away  and 
cut  down  the  branches.  They  shall 
be  left  together,  unto  the  fowls  of  the  j 
mountains,  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  j 
earth,  and  the  fowls  shall  sum- 
mer upon  them  and  all  the  beasts  of  j 
the  earth,  shall  winter  upon  them." 
Isaiah  xviii.  3. 

This  address  is  unto  all  people, 
when  he  lifteth  up  an  ensign,  and 
when  he  bloweth  a  trumpet  to  see 
and  hear,  and  "  lie  that  hath  ears  to 
hear  let  him  hear."  For  the  ensign  of 
truth,  and  the  fulness  of  the  gospel 
is  now  raised  on  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains, on  the  land  shadowing  with 
wrings  beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethiopia, 
and  all  nations  arc  flowing  unto  it, 
fulfilling  the  words  of  the  Prophet 
Isaiah  2  Ch.  1  ver.  That  is  the  place 
where  the  embassadors  of  the  Lord 
are  to  go  forth  with  these  glad  tnl- 
iDgs  unto  all  nations,  calling  upon  the 
people  to  arouse  themselves  from  the 
Jrlurnber  ef  ages,   aad  go  up  to  the 


mountain  of  the  Lord,  u  for  he  will 
teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will 
walk  in  his  paths,  for  the  law  shall  qo 
forth  out  of  Zion  and  i he  word  of  the 
Lord  from  Jerusalem." 

The  harvest,  here  spoken  of,  is  the 
end  of  the  earth  or  ungodly,  the  sour 
"rapes  are  the  wicked,  and  the  Lord 
will  destroy  them  by  the  sword,  for 
the  Lord  hath  a  controversy  with 
the  nations,  he  will  plead  with  all 
flesh  ;  and  give  them  that  are  wicked 
to  the  sword.  "  Thus  saith  theLord  of 
hosts,  Behold  evil  shall  go  forth  iiom 
nation  to  nation,  and  a  great  whirl- 
wind shall  be  raised  up  from  ihe  coasts 
of  the  earth.  And  the  slain  of  the 
Lord  shall  be  at  that  day,  from  one 
end  of  the  earth,  even  unto  the  other 
end  of  the  earth  ;  they  shall  not  be  la- 
mented. Neither  gathered,  nor  bu- 
ried; I  hey  shall  be  dung  upon  the 
ground."  Jeremiah  25.  31.  The  day 
of  decision  is  at  hand  when  all  men 
must  choose  whom  they  will  serve, 
for  none  can  stand  neuter  but  must 
take  a  part  on  one  side  or  the  other, 
for  the  wicked  must  be  removed  from 
the  Earth  to  make  room  for  the  righ- 
teous to  dwell,  and  they  shall  inherit 
it  after  the  wicked  are  cut  of.  Fs.  3 17- 
22d,'he  kingdom  spoken  of  by  Daniel 
the  Prophet,  is  now  set  up,  which 
shall  never  be  destroyed  :  "  and  the 
kingdom  shall  not  be  loft  to  other 
people,  but  it  shall  break  in  pieces, 
and  consume  all  these  kingdoms  and 
it  shall  stand  for  ever;"  Daniel  2.  44, 
and  in  order  that  all  men  may  become 
Legal  citizens  of  this  kingdom,  the 
Lord  is  now  sending  forth  his  fishera 
and  hunters  to  gather  up  his  people, 
and  teach  them,  the  Laws  pertaining 
unto  it,  that  all  may  enter  in  by  the 
door  otherwise  they  will  be  counted,  as 
thieves,  and  robbers,  the  Lord  will 
not  accept  of  a  people  in  their  di- 
vided condition,  for  he  is  not  the 
author  of  confusion  but  of  peace, 
and  now  is  the  lime  the  accepted 
time,  for  all  men  to  form  an  alle- 
giance with  God,  for  no  alien  can 
enter  without  taking  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance and  that  too  administered  by  him 
that  is  duly  commissioned  by  God,as 
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was  Aron.  Heb.  5.  4.  on  conditions  of 
sincere  repentance,  and  baptisim,  &c. ; 
all  that  reject  these  conditions,  will  be 
cast  out ;  these  are  the  unwiseVirgins 
that  shall  come  and  knock  after  the 
door  is  olosed,  "  saying  Lord  open  to 
us,  but  he  will  answer  and  say  unto 
them;  Verily  I  know  you  not,"  "watch 
therefore,  for  ye  know  neither  the 
day,  nor  the  hour."  Though  the  day  or 
the  hour  is  not  known  to  man,  we  are 
fully  informed,  of  the  generation;  in 
Mat.  24  &  21,  we  read,  "for  then  shall 
be  great  tribulation."  Such  as  was 
not  since  the  beginning  of  the  world 
to  this  time,  no,  nor  ever  shall  be. 
And  except  those  days  should  be  cut 
short  in  Righteousness,  there  should 
i)f>  flesh  be  saved,  but  "  for  the  elect 
sake  those  days  shall  be  shortened,"  in 
the  32d  verse  we  are  exhorted  to  read 
a  parable  of  the  fig  tree  ;  when  his 
branch  is  yet  tender  and  putteth  forth 
leaves,  ye  know  that  summer  is  nigh, 
so  likewise  when  ye  shall  see  all  these 
tilings,  know  that  it  is  near  even  at 
tout  doors,  verily  I  say  unto  you  this 
treneration  shall  not  pass,  till  all  these 
tilings  be  fulfilh  d  :  we  are  to  under- 
stand fiom  this  when  we  hear  of  wars 
and  rumours  of  wars,  nation  rising 
against  nation,  and  kingdom  against 
kingdom  ;  famines,  pestilences,  Earth- 
quake, men's  hearts  failing  (hem,  for 
/ear  when  famine  is  within  and  1-oe 
without.  Emperors,  Kings,Potentates, 
fire  beginning  to  feel  the  chastising 
hand  of  the  Almighty,  for  their 
arrogance  and  usurpation  ;  but  what 
shall  the  people  do  to  escape  all  these 
things  ?  they  must  learn  in  the  first 
place  that  there  is  a  God  in  Heaven, 
that  revoaleth  secrets,  that  setteth  up 
kinga,  and  pulleth  down,  and  turns 
and  overturns,  and  will  not  cease  until 
every  Tyrant  is  dethroned  ;  and  all 
man  madeGovernments  cense  from  of 
the  Earth,  and  nothing  but  that  uni- 
versal kingdom,  spoken  of  by  Daniel 
the  Prophet  will  roll  until  it  fills  the 
whole  Earth,  and  he  reigns  whose 
Right  it  is  to  reign.  All  these  are  the 
b-ginning  of  sorrows,  and  if  all  these 
Things  be  only  the  beginning  of  sor- 
rovr,   what  shall  the  end  of  those  be 


that  obey  not  the  Gospel  which  shall 
be  preached  in  all  the  world  for  a  wit- 
ness, and  then  shall  the  end  come. 
Some  may  enquire,  but  what  genera- 
tion is  that  which  is  spoken  of,  read 
from  the  first  to  the  32d  verses,  where 
the  parable  is  introduced  to  show  the 
end  of  the  world  ;  having  explained 
in  the  first  part  of  the  Chapter,  told 
what  should  befall  Jerusalem,  which 
has  come  to  pass  literally,  as  our  Sa- 
viour predicted  ;  the  next  were  the 
signs  of  his  coming  and  the  end  of 
the  world.  "Now  when  ye  see  all  these 
things  coming  to  pass,  know  ye,  the 
time  is  at  hand,even  at  the  very  doors." 
Now  these  signs,  are  subsequent  to 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  conse- 
quently, it  is  not  that  generation  in 
which  tiiey  the  Apostles  lived,  for  if 
it  had  reference  unto  that  generation 
the  end  would  have  come ;  "  imme- 
diately after  the  tribulation  of  those 
days  shall  the  sun  be  darkened,  and 
the  moon  shall  not  give  her  light,  and 
the  stars  shall  fall  from  Heaven,  and 
(lie  powers  of  the  Heavens  shall  be 
shaken;'  rfter  much  tribulation,  we  are 
told  the  sun  is  to  be  darkened,  and 
the  moon  turned  into  blood  "  then 
shall  appear  the  6ign  of  the  coming  of 
the  son  of  man,  in  Heaven  then  shall 
all  the  tribes  of  the  Earth  mourn. 
And  tkey  shall  see  the  6on  of  man  com- 
ing in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with  power 
and  great  glory, "these  tilings  are  all  to 
transpire  immediately  before  his  2nd 
advent,  and  this  generation,  in  which, 
all  these  things  shall  come  to  pass, 
shall  not  pass  away,  until  every  jot  & 
title  be  fulfilled.  So  he  that  "readeth 
let  him  understand,"  inColossiansI  & 
23  we  reau  "be  not  moved  away  from 
the  Gospel  which  ye  have  heard, 
and  which  was  preached  to  every 
creature  which  is  underHeaven  where- 
of, I  Paul  am  made  a  minister,"  tho' 
it  was  preached  in  all  the  world  at  that 
time,  the  end  did  rot  come. The  reason 
why  ?  is  this  Gospel  of  the  kingdom  so 
termed  shall  first  be  preached  unto 
all  nations  had  no  reference  only ;  to 
that  generation  in  which,  all  these 
things  should  be  fulfilled  :  but  John 
the  Rcvelater  informs  us  in  the  4  Cji, 
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&,  1  verse,after  this  I  looked  and  behold 
a  door  was  opened  in  heaven  ;  and  the 
first  voice   which  I  heard    was  as  it' it 
werea  trumpet  talking  with  iiie;  which 
said  come  up  hither,aud  I  will  show  the 
things  which  must  be  hereafter."   Now 
as  John  survived  all  the  rest  of  the  A- 
postles  ;  he  had  tilings  shown  to  him  in 
the  future,  and  among  the  many  mar- 
velous  wonders  which    rolled  before 
him  in  their   Majesty,  and  Power  ;  in 
the  14th  ch.  ScGthversehesays  "and  J 
saw  another  angel  flying  through  the 
midst  of  Heaven,  having  the  Everlast- 
ing Gospel,  to   preach    to  them  that 
dwell  on  theEarth  :   saying  fear  God 
and  give  glory  to  him,  for  the  hour  of 
his    Judgments  is  come."  Agreeing 
precisely  with  the  words   of  our  Sa- 
viour, "and  this  gospel  of  the  kingdom 
shall  be  first  preached  unto  all  nations 
and    then,     the  end     shall    come." 
John  says  the  hour  of  his  judgments 
is  come  j  this  is  all  subsequent  to  our 
Saviour  and  the    Apostle   Paul  so  it 
is  plain  to  every  candid  person,   that 
they  were  both  speaking  of  the  same 
event.  I  mean  theSaviour,  and  John. 
Having  reduced  it  down  to  the  gene- 
ration in  which  we  live,  we  will  leave 
it  in  the  hands  of  God.     The  Apostle 
Paul  in  his  first  Epistle  to  the  Thes. 
5  Ch,  and  1  verse  he  haying  a  know- 
ledge of  what  should  transpire,  after 
his     departure,    and  is    as    follows, 
"  of  the  times  and  season,  brethren  ye 
have  no  need  that    I  write  unto  you 
for   yourselves    know  perfectly    that 
the  day  of  the  Lord  so  cometh    as  a 
thief  in    the    night,    for    when  they, 
shall  say  peace  and  safety  ;  then  sud- 
den destruction   cometh  upon  them, 
as  travail  upon  a  woman  with  child  ; 
and  they    shall  not  escape,   but    ye 
brethren  are    not  in   darkness,   that 
that   day  should  overtake  you  as  a 
thief,  ye  are  the  children  of  the  light, 
and  the  children  of  the  day  we  are  not 
of  the  night,  nor  of  darkness  ;  There- 
fore, let  us  not  sleep,  as  do  others  but 
let  us  watch  and  be    sober,   for  they 
that  sleep,sleep  in  the  night ;  and  they 
that   be   drunken     are    drunken     in 
the  night;"  we  learn  from  this  that  it  is 
<o  the  wicked  only,  or  to   the  unwise 


Virgins,  unto    which  he    will  come 
as  a  thief,  for   the  people   of  God  are 
alive  to  the  latter  day  work,  which  is 
evident  from   the  following  passage. 
"  When  thus  it  shall  be  in  the  midst 
of  the  land   among  the  people,  there 
shall  be  as    the  shaking  of  an    olive 
tree,  and  as  thegieaning  grapes  when 
the  vintage    is  done  ;  they  shall  lift 
up  their    voice,  they  shall    sing  for 
the  majesty  of  the    Lord,   they   shall 
cry  aloud  from    the   sea,    wherefore 
glorify   ye    the    Lord  in    the    fierce. 
Even  the  name   of  the    Lord   God  of 
Israel  in  the  isle  of  the  sea.  Isaiah  24 
&  13  vers"  From  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  earth   have    we  heard  songs  even 
glory  totherighteous."  While  thewick- 
ed  are  calling  "for  the  rocks  and  hills  to 
fall  on  them   to  hide  them  from  the 
face    of   him    that   sitteth    upon  the 
throne."   The  saints  will  be  joyful  in 
glory,  "let  them  singaloud  upon  their 
beds,  let  tha   high   praises  of  God  be 
in  their  mouths,  and  a  two-edged  sword 
in  their^hand,ps.  100.49  and  oih  verse, 
what  a  contrast  between  the  righteous 
and  the  wicked!  the  righteous  will  be 
overjoyed  ;"  and  it  shall  be  said  at  that 
day,    this  is  our    God,  we  have  wait- 
ed for  him,  and  he   will  save  us,  this 
is  the  Lord,  we  have  waited  for  him, 
we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  his  sal- 
vation Isaiah  25 tb,   9th.    Oh  ye  that 
are  asleep,    awake  awake,  from  your 
awful    slumbers,     arouse    yourtelvcs 
from  your  lethergy  ;    no  longer  deny 
the  gift  and  power  of  God,    for  he  is 
the    same  yesterday  to   day,  and  for 
ever ;  neither  is  his  arm  shortened  that 
he  cannot  save  !  apply  your  hearts  to 
prayer,  and  "  follow  after  charity  and 
desire   spiritual  gift*,  but  rather  that 
ye  may  prophesy."  1   Cor.    14.  chap, 
and    first   verse,  read   the  12  and  13 
chapters    and   learn    the    gospel  that 
the  Apostle  Paul  taught,    which  says 
"  though  we,    or  an  angel    from  hea- 
ven,   preach  any  other   gospel   unto 
you  than  that  ye    have  received,  let 
him  he  accursed,"  now  all  ye  that  deny 
the  revelations  ofGod  and  the  ministra- 
tion of  angel's  dreams,  visious  and  all 
the  gifts  of  the  gospel,  taught  by  our 
Saviour   and    his  Apostles  ;    repent; 
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speedily  of  tins   great  evil,  lest    the  j 
curse  of  Paul  rest  upon  yon.  ''Behold 
the    Lord    maketh    the    earth    emp- 
ty   and   maketh    it   waste   and  turn- 
i  tii    it   upside  down,  and    scattereth 
■ibroad  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  it 
'dial I  be  as  with  lite  people,     So  with 
Ise   priests,*  as  with  the  servant-,    so 
with  his  master,  as  with  the  maid,  so 
frith  her  mistress,  as  with   (he  buyer, 
•o  with  the  seller,  as  with  the  lender, 
•o  wiih    the    borrower  ;  as    with  the 
taker  of  usury,    so  with  the    giver  of 
usury  to  him,  t lie  land  shall  be  utterly 
emptied  and   utterly  spoiled  ;  for  the 
Lord    hath     spoken     it.     The    earth 
mourtieth  and  fadeth  away  the  haugh- 
ty people  of  the  earth  do  languish  the 
earth  also  is    defiled  under   the  inha- 
habitants  thereof  ;  because  they  have 
transgressed  theLaws, changed  the  or- 
dinance, broken  the  everlasting  cove- 
nant, therefore  bath  the  cursedevour- 
fid  the  earth  and  they  that  dwell  there- 
in are  desolate  :   therefore  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth  are  burned, and  few 
men  left,"  Isaiah  24.    And  all  this  be- 
cause theyhava  "transgressed  the  Gos- 
pel of  Christ,  changed  the  ordinances" 
&c.  &c.  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor  ; 
nre  involved   in    this  great   calamity 
*!  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day, 
that  the  Lord  shall  punish  the  Hosts 
of  the  high  ones  that  are  on  high,  and 
the  kings  of  the    earth   that  are  upon 
the  earth,  and  they  shall    be  gathered 
together  as  prisoners  into  the  pit,  and 
phall  be  shut  up  in  the  prison  and  af- 
ter many  days,  shall  they  be  visited," 
who     then   will    not    humble  them- 
selves and  receive   the  message  now 
pent  unto  them  !  for  God  will  do  "  no- 
thing but  he  reveateth    his  secret,   to 
his  servants  the  prophets."  Jeremiah  in 
speaking  of  the    same   event,  fay3    in 
3)th  chap,  and  24th verse  "  the  fierce 
nnger  of  the  Lord  shall  not  returnuito 
him  until  l».e  have  done  if,  and  until  he 
Inve    p°rformed    the    intents    of   his 
heart  :    in  the    latter   days   ye   shall 
consider  it."  Again  it  is  written   that 
"all  who  shall  call  upon  the  name  of 
the     Lord     shall    be    saved,    for    in 
iMount  Z\on  and  in    Jerusalem   there 
fhall  be  deliverance,  as  the  Lord  hath 


said  "Joel  2  chap.  32.  Again  we  hear 
another  voice  fiom  Heaven  "saying, 
come  out  of  her  my  people,  that  ye 
be  not  partakers  of  her  sins,  and  that 
ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues,  for  her 
sins  have  reached  to  beaven,  and  God 
hath  remembered  her  iniquities.'' 
This  with  the  Testimony  of  the  Pro- 
phet Joseph  Smith,  together  with  con- 
tinued revelation,  is  a  ten  fold  evidence 
unto  us  that  this  is  the  last  Eleventh 
Hour.thencometh  the  recompence;  but 
know  ye,  that  these  things  are  true 
and  faithful,  fori  know  of  a  surety  that 
the  Lordjjas  spoken  from  the  heavens 
nntoHis  servants  the  prophets,  to  pro- 
claim these  things  to  all  people,  that 
none  may  be  left  without  excuse,  and 
all  that  trifle  with  this  message  tram- 
ple the  things  of  God  under  their  feet. 

Editor. 
(To  be  continued.) 

Faith. 

AN  EXTRACT  FROM  THE  SEER. 
Edited  by  Orson  Pkatt, 

What  is  faith  .This  is  a  question  of- 
ten asked, and  often  answered  in  many 
different* ways.  We  shall  not  attempt 
to  give  the  different  views  of  people 
upon  this  principle,  but  only  to  clearly 
define  our  own.  Faith  is  simply  the 
belief,  the  confidence,  or  the  assent  of 
the  mind  in  relation  to  any  subject, 
or  proposition,  or  thing,  whether  true 
or  false,  which  it  supposes  to  be  true. 
Faith  is  the  result  of  evidence.  True 
evidence,  when  believed,  produces 
true  faith  :  false  evidence,  when  be- 
lieved, produces  false  faith.  Neither 
a  true  nor  false  faith  could  exist  with- 
out evidence.  A  child,  seeing  others 
walk,  and  accordingly  makes  the  ex- 
ertion, and  succeeds  in  taking  a  few 
steps.  Now  be  would  never  have 
made"  the  cxerlion  without  having 
some  faith  that  it  was  possible;  this 
faith  in  the  child's  mind  is  the  result 
of  evidence.  A  man,  seeing  others 
swim  in  water,  believes,  on  this  evi- 
dence, r.nd  other  circumstances,  that 
it  is  possible  f<»r  himself  to  perform  the 
sune  act.  no  makes  the  attempt  be- 
cause of  his  faith.  Truthful  parents 
relate   many  facts  and   incidents   to 
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their  ihtic  children,  who,  having  b 
degree  of  faith  in  their  words,  follow 
their  directions,  and  demonstrate  by 
actual  experience  that  those  words  are 
verily  true.  These  frequent  demon- 
strations beget  almost  unlimited  con- 
fidence in  what  their  parents  tell 
them.  Their  words  are  considered  suf- 
ficient evidence  on  almost  any  subject. 
These  same  parents,  being,  in  some 
things,  deceived  themselves,  teach 
their  errors  to  their  children  ;  the  chil- 
dren, having  proved  in  every  preced- 
ing instance  that  their  words  were 
true,  receive  their  evidence  in  relation 
to  what  is  false.  The  result  is  a  false 
faith,  founded  upon  falsa  evidence, 
which  they  sincerely  suppose  to  be 
true.  The  faith  of  the  heathen  in 
their  idolatrous  gods  is  the  result  of 
false  evidence  ;  and  their  faith  is  weak 
or  strong  just  in  proportion  to  the  ap- 
parent weakness  or  strength  of  the 
evidence.  The  Faith  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  that  the  Bible  and  tradition 
without  any  new  revela'ion,  are  a  suf- 
ficient rule  of  faith  and  practice,  is 
just  as  much  the  result  of  a  false  tra- 
ditionary evidence,  as  the  faith  of  the 
Pro'estants  in  regard  to  the  fii'-Je 
alone  being  sufficient.  The  faith  of 
Christendom  in  their  newly  invented 
"  god,  without  hody  or  parts"  is  just 
as  much  the  result  of  false  evidence, 
as  the  faith  of  the  Hindoos  in  their 
gods  of  more  ancient  invention. 

Before  we  can  have  faith  in  any 
thing,  we  must  first  have  evidence, 
for  in  alt  cases  evidence  precedes 
faith,  and  in  searching  after  evidence 
We  are  exceedingly  liable  to  be  de- 
ceived. All  the  inhabitants  of  our 
f; lobe  were  for  many  ages  deceived 
n  supposing  that  the  earth  had  no 
diurnal  rotation  upon  its  axis  :  they 
helioved  that  the  apparent  diurnal  ro- 
tation of  the  heavenly  bodies  around 
the  earth  wa9  real.  This  universal 
and  long  continued  delusion  was  the 
result  of  receiving  false  evidence, 
handed  down  and  rendered  sacred  by 
tradition.  Among  all  the  antidelu- 
vian  world  only  eight  persons  hud  the 
true  faith  ;  all  the  rest  perished  with 
a  fuUe  faith, 


A  false  faith  in  regard  to  some 
things  is  far  more  dangerous  than  in 
others.  To  believe  that  the  sun  per- 
forms an  annual  revolution  around 
the  earth,  though  it  is  known  to  be 
false,  is  not  attended  with  any  very 
dangerous  consequences  ;  but  to  be- 
lieve a  divine  message,  sent  from 
heaven,  is  false,  is  attended  with 
consequences  of  the  most  fearful 
kind,  involving  the  present  and  fu- 
ture happiness  of  the  soul.  So,  like- 
wise, to  believe  a  religion,  invented 
by  uninspired  men,  to  be  of  divine 
origin,  is  equally  fatal  in  its  conse- 
quences. 

Faith  most  generally  leads  to  works 
corresponding  in  nature  with  the  be- 
lief. Faidi  in  the  heathen  systems 
of  mythology  caused  whole  nations 
and  generations  to  worship  accord- 
ing to  tho^e  systems.  Faith  in  (he 
corrupt  systems  of  modern  Christia- 
nity causes  the  nations  of  Europa 
and  America  to  practise  in  accord- 
ance therewith.  Faith  in  new  reve- 
lations leads  people  to  practise  accord- 
ing to  Hhe  requirements  contained 
in  them. 

It  is  sometimes  the  eas",  however, 
that  people  practise  contrary  to  their 
faith,  being  governed  by  some  motive 
of  a  more  powerful  nature.  A  per- 
son may  have  a  degree  of  faith  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  yet,  through  fear 
of  persecution,  or  some  other  cause, 
he  may  refuse  obedience  to  its  re- 
quirements. A  farmer  may  believe 
that  if  he  sows  his  fields,  and  culti- 
vates them,  they  will  yield  an  abun- 
dant harvest,  but,  through  laziness, 
he  neglects  to  act  according  to  his 
faith,  and  therefore  does  not  reap  ihe 
reward.  When  faith,  either  true  or 
false,  is  sufficiently  powerful  to  ler.d 
to  action,  it  produces  <  fleets  accord- 
ingly. The  faith  of  Paul  that  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  was  an  impostor  led  him 
to  do  many  things  against  him  :  his 
faith,  after  seeing  the  light  and  hear- 
ing the  voice  from  the  heavens,  led 
him  to  spend  his  life  in  advocating 
his  doctrine.  The  faith  of  some  led 
them  to  think  that    they     were    doing 

God  service  in  killing  the   Apostles  ; 
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tlie  faith  of  others  made  them  willing 
to  die  for  their  testimony    concerning 
Jesus.  The  murderers  of  the  apostles, 
and  the  apostles  themselves,  both  had 
faith  and  works  ;  the    one  had   false 
faith   and   wicked    works;  the   other 
had  true  faith  and    righteous   works. 
Faith  alone  will  not  save    men  ;   nei- 
ther will  faith  and  works  save    them, 
unless  they  are  of  the  right  kind.  In- 
deed the  faith  and  works  of  the  great- 
est portion  of  mankind    will    be   the 
▼ery  cause  of  their  damnation.     True 
faith  and  righteous  works  are  essenti- 
al to  salvation  ;  and  without  both    of 
these  no  man  ever  was  or  ever  can  be 
saved. 

Unless  the  true  principles  of  salva- 
tion be    revealed   and  established  by 
sufficient  evidence,   there  could   be  no 
true  faith  and  works  by   which    man- 
kind could    obtain   salvation;    for   in 
the  system  of  salvation,   works   follow 
faith,  and  fai-th  follows  evidence,  and 
evidence    accompanies  the    revealed 
truth.     For  instance,  God  reveals  the 
great  and  sublime  truths  contained  in 
theBook  of  Mormon.  Next,  He  sends 
evidence    sufficient  to  convince  man- 
kind of  the  divine  authenticity  of  these 
truths.     Thirdly,    this    evidence  pro- 
duces faith  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
candidly  and    carefully    examine     it. 
Fourthly,  this  faith    will  lead    the  ho- 
nest to  do  the  works  required  of  them 
in   that  Book.     And   lastly,   through 
the    atonement   of  Christ   these  faith 
and    works,  combined    together,   will 
eurelysavethem  inthekingdom  ofGod. 
Tha  evidence    which  God     always 
gives  to  establish     the  divinityof   His 
revelations,  is  sufficient  to  produce  faith 
in  the  heart   of  every    person    living, 
who  examines  it  in  a   proper  manner. 
Hence  every  creature  in  all  the  world, 
who  has  come  to  years  of  understand- 
ing,    and   who   has   evidence    placed 
within  his  reach,  is   condemned  if  he 
does  not  believe  it.     There   are  some 
who  say   that,    if  the   evidence  were 
sufficient,    they   would   be  compelled 
to  believe  ;  but  this  is    not  true,— the 
evidence    may    be  sufficient,  and  yet 
they   may    refuse  to  examine   it;  or 
Ley  may  examine  it  with  prejudiced 


minds,  or  they  may  be  careless  in 
their  examination,  or  they  may  refuse 
to  examine  it  in  the  manner  in  which 
God  has  directed  \  or  they  may  ex- 
amine it  with  a  determination  not  to 
embrace  it,  even  though  it  be  true; 
or  they  may  be  partial  in  weighing 
the  evidence  for,  and  apparently 
against  it,  with  a  most  anxious  desire 
and  hope  that  they  shall  find  it  false. 
All  these  obstacles,  and  many  others 
that  might  be  named,  prevent  them 
from  believing  that  which  an  honest, 
candid,  unprejudiced,  and  prayerful 
mind  would  believe.  Therefore  it  ia 
not  for  the  lack  of  evidence  that  they 
disbelieve,  but  it  is  their  own  evil 
hearts,  and  the  darkness  which  they 
bring  with  them  in  their  investiga- 
tions. When  God  reveals  a  truth, 
as  it  is  always  accompanied  with  suffi- 
cient evidence,  all  people,  because  of 
their  agency,  can  believe  or  disbelieve 
it,  as  they  choose  ;  and  if  they  believe 
it,  they  can  also  obey  or  disobey  it, 
as  they  choose  :  and  herein  is  the  con- 
demnation of  man,  because  they  pre- 
fer unbelief  to  faith,  and  disobedience 
to  obedience. 

When  the  Apostles  were  command- 
ed to  go  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  Gospel  to  every  creature,  they 
were  informed  that  he  who  believed 
the  Gospel,  and  was  baptised,  should 
be  saved,  and  he  who  believed  not, 
should  be  damned.  To  believe  the 
Gospel,  as  the  Apostles  preached  it, 
was  not  sufficient,  but  Jesus  added 
the  condition  of  baptism,  clearly 
showing  that  their  faith  must  be  mani- 
fested by  their  works,  otherwise  it 
would  be  of  no  benefit  to  them.  Jesua 
very  will  understood  that  the  works 
necessary  to  salvation  never  would  be 
performed  without  faith,  which  always 
precedes  them  ;  and  as  this  faith  was 
in  their  power  to  obtain  through  the 
evidence  offered  by  the  preaching  of 
his  Apostles,  he  determined  to  damn 
every  creature  in  all  the  world  that 
would  not  believe  the  message  they 
taught. 

( To  be  continued.) 
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To  the  Inhabitants  of  Madras. 

(Continued  from  Page  38.) 


A  Revelation   of  the  Lord  unto  his 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  containing 
the  mind  and  will  of  the  Lord  unto 
his   Church;  and  to  all  the   Inha- 
bitants of  the  earth,  extracted  from 
the  Book  of  Doctrine  and    Cove- 
nants.— Section  I.  page  87. 
1.  Hearken,    O   ye   ptojrle   of  my 
Cfturch,  saith  the  voice   of  him  who 
dwells   on    high,  and  whose  eyes  are 
upon    all    men ;    yea    verily,   I    say, 
hearken  ye  people  from  afar,  and  ye 
that  are  upon   the  islands  of  the  sea, 
listen  together  ;  for    verily  the  voicn 
of  the  Lord  is  unto  all  men,  and  there 
is  none  to   escape,  and   there  is  no 
eye    that   shall  not  see,    neither  ear 
that  shall  not  hear,  neither  heart  that 
shall  not  he  penetrated  :  nnd   the  re- 
bellious shall  be   pierced  with    much 
sorrow,   for    their    iniquities  shall  be 
spoken  upon  the  house  tops,  and  their 
secret   acts   shall    be    revealed ;  and 
the  voice  of  warning  shall  hp  unto  all 
people,  by  the  mou'.ha  of  my  disciples. 


whom  I  have  chosen  in  these  last 
days,  and  they  shall  go  forth  and 
none  shall  stay  them,  for  I  the  Lord 
have  commanded  them. 

2.  Behold,  this  is  mine  authority, 
and  the  authority  of  my  servants,  ami 
my  preface  unto  the  book  of  my  com- 
mandments, which  Ihavo  given  them 
to  publish  unto  you  O  inhabitants  of 
the  earth  :  where  fore  fear  and  tremble. 
0  ye  people,  for  what  I  the  Lord 
have  decreed,  in  them,  shall  be  fuU 
filled.  And  verily,  I  say  unto  you, 
that  they  who  go  forth,  bearing  these 
tidings  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  to  them  is  power  given  to  seal 
boih  on  earth  and  in  heaven,  the  un- 
believing and  rebellious;  yea,  verily, 
to  seal  them  up  unto  the  day  when 
the  wrath  of  God  shall  be  poured  out 
upon  the  wicked  without  measure  ; 
unto  the  day  when  the  Lord  shall 
come  to  recompence  unto  every  man 
according  to  his  work,  and  measure 
to  every  man  according  to  the  mea- 
sure which  he  has  measured  to  his 
fellow  man. 

3.  Wherefore  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
ia  unto  the  endj  of  the  earth,  that  aU 


(     42     ) 


tliat  will  hear  may  hear :  prepare  ye, 
prepare  ye  for  that  which  is  to  come, 
tor  the  Lord  is  nigh  ;  and  the  anger 
of  the  Lord  is  kiudled,  and  his  sword 
is  bathed  in  heaven,  and  it  shall  fall 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  ; 
and  the  arm  of  the  Lord  shall  he 
revealed  ;  and  the  day  cometh,  that 
ihey  who  will  not  hear  the  voice  of 
the  Lord,  neiiher  the  voice  of  his 
servants,  neither  give  heed  to  the 
words  of  the  prophets,  and  apostles 
shall  be  cut  off  from  among  the  peo 
pie  :  for  they  have  strayed  from  mine 
ordinances,  and  have  broken  mine 
everlasting  covenant  ;  they  seek  not 
the  Lord  to  establish  his  righteous- 
ness, but  every  man  walketh  in  his 
own  way,  and  after  the  image  of  his 
own  god,  whose  image  is  in  the  like- 
ness of  the  world,  and  whose  sub 
stance  is  that  of  an  idol,  which  whx 
eth  old  and  shall  perish  in  Babylon, 
even  Babylon,  the  great,  which  shall 
fall: 

4.  Wherefore  I  the  Lord,  knowing 
the  calamity  which  should  come  upon 
lhe  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  called  up- 
on my  servant  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  and 
spake  unto  him  from  heaven,  and 
gave  him  commandments  ;  and  also 
gave  commandments  to  others,  tliat 
they  should  proclaim  these  things 
unto  the  world  ;  and  all  ibis  that 
it  might  be  fulfilled,  which  wa>- 
written  by  the  prophets  :  the  w  ah 
things  of  the  world  shall  come  forth 
and  break  down  the  mighty  and 
strong  ones,  that  maw  should  not 
council  his  fellow  man,  neither  trust 
in  the  arm  of  flesh,  but  that  every  man 
might  speak  in  the  name  of  God,  the 
Lord,  even  the  Saviour  of  the  world  ; 
that  faith  also  might  increase  in  the 
earth  ;  that  mine  everlasting  covenant 
might  be  established  ;  that  the  full- 
ness of  my  gospel  might  be  pro- 
claimed by  the  weak  and  the  simple, 
unto  the  ends  of  the  world,  and  be- 
fore kings  «nd  rulers 

5.  Behold  I  am  God  and  have 
spoken  it  :  these  commandments  a>e 
of  me,  and  were  given  unto  my  «<■»- 
vnnts  in  their  weakness,  aftr  the 
manner  ef  their'  language,  that  they 


might  come  to  understanding;  and  in- 
asmuoh  as  they  errei  it  might  he 
mate  known  ;  and  inasmuch  as  ihey 
sought  wisdom,  they  might  be  in- 
structed ;  and  inasmuch  as  they  sin- 
ued  they  might  be  chastened,  tint 
they  might  repent.  ;  and  inasmuch  as 
they  were  humble,  they  might  be 
made  strong,  and  blessed  from  on 
high,  and  receive  knowledge  from 
time  to  time:  and  after  having  re- 
ceived the  record  of  the  Nephites, 
yea,  even  my  servant  Joseph  Smith, 
Jr.,  might  have  power  to  translate 
through  the  mercy  of  God,  by  the 
power  of  God,  the  book  of  Mormon  : 
and  also,  those  to  whom  these  com- 
mandments were  given,  might  have 
power  to  Jay  the  foundation  of  this 
church,  arid  to  bring  it  forth  out  of 
obscurity,  and  out,  of  darkness,  the 
only  true  and  living  Church  upon  the 
face  of  the  whole  earth,  with  which 
I  the  Lord  am  well  pleased,  speaking 
unto  the  church  collectively  and  not 
individually  ;  tor  I  the  Lord  cannot 
look  upon  sin  with  the  least  degree 
of  allowance  :  nevertheless,  be  that 
rep  nts  and  does  the  commandments 
of  the  Lord,  shall  be  forgiven,  and 
he  that  repents  not,  from  him  shall 
be  taken  even  the  light  which  he  has 
received,  for  my  spirit  shall  not  al- 
ways strive  with  man,  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts. 

6.  And  again,  verily  I  say  unto 
you,  O  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  I  ilia 
Lord  am  willing  to  make  th  s-  things 
known  until  all  fl  sh,  for  I  am  rid  res- 
pecter of  persons,  and  willetb  that 
all  men  shall  know  that  the  day 
spedily  cometh,  the  hour  is  not  yet, 
but  is  nigh  at  hand,  when  pn  c«  shall 
be  taken  from  the  earib,  a  id  the  de- 
vil shall  have  power  over  his  own  do- 
minion ;  and  also,  the  Lord  shall 
have  power-over  his  Saints,  and  *hall 
reiiin  in  their  midsr,  and  shall  come 
down  in  judgment  upon  Idumea,  or 
the  world. 

7.  Search  these  commandment*, 
for  they  are  true  and  faithful,  and 
the  pruphecies  and  promises  which 
are  in  litem  shall  all  be  fulfilled. 
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8.  What  I  the  Lord  have  spoken, 
I  have  sp<>ken,  and  I  excuse  not  my- 
self, an-t  though  the  heavens  ami  the 
earth  pass  away,  my  word  shall  not 
pass  awav,  but  sliall  all  he  fulfilled, 
whether  by  mine  own  voice,  on  or 
by  the  voice  of  my  servants,  it  is 
the  same:  for  behold,  "and  lo,  the 
Lord  is  God,  and  tlie  spirit  beared) 
record,  and  the  record  is  true,  and 
the  truth  abideth  for  ever  and  ever: 
Amen. 

Section  14,  p.  5.     Hearken  ye,  for 
behold   the   great   day  ol   the  Lord  is 
nigh    at  hand.      For  the  day   Cometh 
that  the  Lord  sftall  uiter  his  voice  out 
.  of  heaven  ;  the    heavens  shall    sh;ike 
and   the  earth  shall   tremble,    anil  the 
trump  of    God   shall  sound  b  th  long 
and   loud,    and  shall  say  to  the  sleep- 
ing nations.    Ye  saints  atise  and  live  : 
ye  sinners  stay  and  sleep  until  I  shall 
call  again  :   wherefore  gird    up   your 
loins,    lest   he    be    found   among    the 
wicked.     Lift    up   your    voices    and 
spare  not.     Call  upon   the  nations  to 
repent,    both    old    and    young,    both 
bond  and  free  ;  saying,  prepare  your- 
selves for  the  great  day  of  'he  Lord  : 
for  if  I,  who  am  a  man,  do  lift  up  my 
voice   and   call  upon  you   to  repent, 
and    ye    hate   me,  what  will  ye   say 
when  the  day  comet h  when  the  thun- 
ders shall  utter  their  vo  ces  from  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  speaking  t  o  the  ears 
of  all  that   live,    saying :   repent,  and 
prepare    for    the    great    day    of    the 
Lord  !  yea,  and  again,  when  the  light- 
ening   shall   streak    forth    from    the 
east    unto  the  west,    and  shall  utter 
forth    their   voices  unto  all  that  live, 
and  make  the  ears  of  all  tingle,  that 
hear,  saying  these  words  :  Repent  ye, 
for  the  great  day  of  the  Lord  is  come  ! 
6.  And  again,  the  Lord  shall  uiter 
his    voice    out    of    heaven,    saying  : 
Hearken,    O  ye  nations  of  the  earth, 
and  hear  the  words  of  that  God  who 
made  you.     O  ye  nations  of  the  earth, 
how  often  would  1  have  gathered  you 
togetheras  ahengathereth  her  chickens 
under  her  win<*s,   but  ye  would  not  ? 
how    oft  have  I  called  upon  you  by 
the  mouth  of  my  servants,  and  by  the 
ministering  of  angels,   aud   by  mine 


own  voice,  and  by  the  voice  of thun- 
derings,  and  by  the  voice  of  lighten- 
ing*, and  by  the  voice  of  tempests, 
and  by  the  voice  of  earthquakes,  and 
great  hailstorms,  and  by  the  voice  of 
famines  and  pestilences  of  every  kind 
and  by  the  great  sound  of  a  trump, 
and  by  the  voice  of  judgment,  and  by 
the  voice  of  mercy  all  the  day  lonw 
and  by  the  voice  Of  glory  and  honor, 
and  the  riches  of  eternaL  life  and 
would  have  saved  you  with  an  ever- 
lasting  salvation,  but  ye  would  not? 

Behold  the  day  has  come  when  the 
cup  of  the  wrath  of  mine  iedifna- 
iion  is  full. 

7.   Behold,   verily   I  say  unfo  you, 
that   these  are  the  words  of  Lire  Lord 
your  God  :  wherefore,  labour  ye,  la- 
bour ye  in  my  vineyard    for    the   lass 
time  :  call  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ear,    for    in  my  own    due  time  will  I 
come  upon  the    earth    in  judgment.; 
and  my  people  shall  b<>  redeemed  and 
shall  reign  with  me  on  earth  :  for  the 
great  Millennial,  which  I  have  spoken 
by  the  mouth  of  my   servants,   shall 
come  ;  for  satan  shall  be  bound  ;  and 
when  he  is  loosed  again,  he  shall  only 
reign    for    a    little  season,    and   then 
comelh  the   end  of  the  earth  ;  and  he 
that  liveth  in  righteousness,   shall    be 
changed   in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  : 
and  the  earth  shall  pass  away  so  a-  by 
fire;  and  the  wicked  shall  go  away  into 
unquenchable  .fire ;    and    their     end 
no  man    knoweth   on  earth,  nor  ever 
shall  know  until  they  come  before  me 
in  judgment. 

8.  Hearken  ye  to  these  words  ;  be- 
hold I  am  Jesus  Christ  the  Saviour  of 
the  world.  Treasure  these  thin  suo 
in  your  heart?,  and  let  the  solemnities 
of  eternity  rest  upon  your  minds.  Be 
sober.  Keep  all  my  commandments  : 
even  so  :  Amen, 

Solemn  indeed  are  the  above  reve- 
lations, given  through  the  i  ropln't  of 
the  most  High  God,  unto  the  fallen 
inhabitants  of  the  earth  ;  in  this  the 
eve  of  time,  the  last  eleventh  hour; 
and  the  hour  i'self  is  now  far  spent ; 
the  dawning  of  thaiGreat  Millennium, 
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spoken  of  by  all  the  Holy  Prophets 
since  the  world  began,  is  at  hand.  An 
Era  tliatall  the  saints  of  former  d&ys 
have  Sing,  and  propliecfed  of,  in  the 
most  thrilling  and  sublime,  and  An- 
gelic  tongue ;  in  raptures  of  love, 
transported  by  the  Holy  Spirit  into 
the  third  heavens,  where  they  saw, 
and  heard  things  unlawful  to  be 
uttered  ;  too  sacred  to  be  had  on  the 
pulluted  tongue  of  mortals;  things 
that  the  natural  eye  cannot  see  ;  nor 
the  oar  hear,  that  which  the  carnal 
man  never  understood  ;  far  beyond 
the  comprehension  of  thrice  fallen 
yes,  fallen  and  ignoble  man  ;  once 
the  companion  of  Angels.  Things  too 
precious  to  be  written  on  paper, 
truihs,  everlasting  truths;  Thrones, 
kinsdon3,  principalities,  powers  and 
dominions.  Only  to  be  understood  or 
comprehended  by  the  Sons  of  God  ; 
not  servants,  for  s.tith  the  Saviour  a 
*'.  servant  knoweth  not  what  his  Lord 
doeih  :  but  I  have  called  you  friends  : 
for  all  things  I  have  heard  of  ray 
fa'her  I  have  made  known  unioyou." 
John  15-15.  These  sacred  treasures 
are  conferred  upon  those  who  renew 
their  relationship  from  being  an  alien 
to  a  Son  :  then  O  ye  !  that  are 
strangers  to  the  "  covenant  of  pro- 
mise," enlarge  your  hearts,  to  receive 
the  truths  now  sent  unto  you;  lay  aside 
the  vain  tradition  of  your  forefathers  ; 
and  systems  of  their  own  making, 
broken  cisterns  that  will  hold  no 
water;  strange  transcient  hopes,  of 
which  all  the  Saints  were  entirely 
ignorant,  and  had  no  conception  of 
whatever. 

A  foundation  of  sand,  wood,  hay, 
and  stubble,  which  will  not  stand  the 
test  otScriptures  for  a  moment,  much 
less,  when  the  "  day  Cometh  that  shall 
burn  a9  an  oven,  when  every  man's 
works  shall  be  tried  ;  for  the  day 
shall  declare  it  that  is  now  at  your 
doors  :  say  not  within  yourselves  that 
you  have  no  need  of  any  more  reve- 
lation ;  for  saith  the  Lord.  I  am  wil- 
ling to  make  these  things  known  un'o 
you  ;  O  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  then 
give  diligent  heed  to  his  word  ;  for 
you  cart  in   no   wise  be  saved  ;  and 


reject  a  message  of  such  infinite 
importance  now  sent  unto  you ; 
for  io  treat  with  contempt  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  through  his  Apos- 
tles and  Prophets  ;  now  called  to  ad- 
minister in  his  Church  ;  will  call 
down  the  judgments  of  God  without 
mixture,  upon  your  own  heads;  for 
"  saith  the  Lord  I  will  not  be  mocked 
in  these  last  days;"  then  where  is 
your  excuse  ?  or  what  are  your  objec- 
tions to  such  inestimable  truihs  sent 
forth  from  the  sacred  archives  of  hea- 
ven ?  I  can  sincerely  answer  you  have 
none  whatever  ;  but  you  have  every 
inducement  :  for  it  is  well  authenti- 
cated upon  the  Scriptures  of  eternal 
truth,  confirmed  by  the  voice  of  An- 
gels unto  u9  in  this  our  day ;  pre- 
dicated upon  the  Mock  of  revelation, 
which  is  the  only  true  guide.  "  Built 
upon  the  foundation  of  the  Apostles 
and  Prophets.  Jesus  Christ  being  the 
chief  corner  stone, "Eph.  2-20.  "And 
another  foundation  no  man  layetli," 
save,  on  his  own,  responsibility  :  and 
we  call  upon  you  to  look  into  these 
tilings, fortheyaretrueand  faithful  not 
one  jot  or  title  of  the  word  of  God  will 
pass  unfulfilled,  come  forward  to  the 
light,  that  your  deeds  may  be  made 
manifest,  and  hear,  and  say  God  is 
'rue.  "  And  when  they  shall  say  unto 
you  seek  unto  them  that  have  fami- 
liar spirits,  and  unto  Wizards  that 
peep  and  that  mutter;  should  not  a 
people  seek  unto  their  God  ?  for  the 
living  to  the  dead  ?  To  the  law  and 
to  the  testimony  :  if  they  speak  not 
according  to  this  word,  it  is  because 
there  is  no  light  in  them."  Isaiah 
8-1Q-20, 

Editor. 
(To  be  continued.) 

FAITH. 

AN  EXTRACT  FROM   THE  SEER, 
Edited  by  Orson  Pbatt. 

(Continued from  page  40.) 
There  are  soma  who  believe  that 
faith  alone,  unaccompanied  by  works, 
is  sufficient  for  justification,  sancii- 
fication,  and  salvation.  But  what 
would  it   benefit  a  hungry  man  in  a 
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field,  who  believes  that  in  the  house 
there  is  a  table  spread  for  him,  with 
an  abundance  of  f<  od,  if  he  make  no 
exertion  to  approach  the  house  and 
obtain  the  blessing?  What  profit 
would  it  be  to  a  rich  man  who  has 
faith  in  the  words  of  Jesus,  concern, 
ing  the  feeding  «{  the  hungry  and 
the  do  thing  of  the  naked,  unless  he 
have  works  corresponding  to  that 
faith  ?  What  blessing  would  be  ob- 
tained by  believing  every  word  which 
Christ  has  spoken,  unless  we  do  them  ? 
It  is  not  the  person  who  merely  be- 
lieves in  the  sayings  of  Christ,  that 
is  justified,  but  it  is  he  who  shows 
his  faith  by  obeying  them.  When 
Jesus  speaks  of  believers,  he  has 
reference,  most  generally,  to  those 
whose  faith  has  been  sufficiently 
strong  to  lead  them  to  obedience. 
It  is  to  this  kind  of  believers  that 
he  refers  in  the  following  passages  : 
"  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  he 
that  beareth  my  words,  and  be- 
lieveth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath 
everlasting  life,  and  shall  not  come 
into  condemnation  ;  but  is  passed 
from  death  unto  life."  "For  God 
so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever 
believeth  in  hisn  should  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life."  "  He  that 
believeth  on  him  is  not  condemned." 

Jesus  here  refers  to  a  class  of  be- 
lievers who  should  fully  prove  their 
faith  by  their  obedience.  Such,  and 
such  alone,  should  be  freed  from  con- 
demnation— should  pass  from  death 
unto  life— should  become  the  chil- 
dren of  God  by  having  a  faith  that 
would  lead  them  to  obey.  All  other 
believers  are  without,  justification — 
without  lmpe — without  everlasting 
life,  and  will  be  damned,  the  same 
as  unbelievers,  because  they  profess 
to  believe  on  the  words  of  the  Son  of 
God,  but  will  not  obey  them. 

Jesus  says,  "  if  a  man  love  me,  he 
will  keep  my  words;  and  my  Father 
will  love  him,  and  we  will  cone  unto 
him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him. 
He  that  loveth  me  not  keepeth  not 
my  sayings."  As  a  man's  love  is  ma- 
nifested by  his  works,  so  is    his  faith. 

Juhn   says   tiiut,  "  Whosoever   be- 


lieveth that  Jesus  is  the  Chrisf,  is  born 
of  God."  It  is  evident,  from  the 
whole  Epistle  in  which  these  worda 
are  contained,  that  none  were  to  be 
considered  as  really  believing  that 
Jesus  was  the  Christ,  only  those  who 
manifested  it  by  keeping  his  com- 
mandments; fur  he  further  says, 
"  Hereby  we  do  know  that  we  know 
him,  if  we  keep  his  commandments. 
He  that  Saith,  I  know  him,  and 
keepeth  not  his  commandments,  is  a 
liar,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him.  Out 
whoso  keepeth  his  word,  in  him 
verily  is  the  love  of  God  perfected  : 
hereby  know  we  that  we  are  in  him." 
And  again,  he  says,  "Every  one 
that  doeth  righteousness  is  born  of 
him."  "  Whosoever  doeth  not  righ- 
teousness is  not  of  God."  "He  that 
keepeth  his  commandments  dweileth 
in  him,  and  he  in  him.'*  "Every 
one  that  loveth  is  born  of  God,  and 
knoweth  God."  "  He  that  loveth  not, 
knoweth  not  God  ;  for  God  is  love." 
"  He  that  dweileth  in  love,  dweileth  in 
God,  and  God  in  him.  Herein  is  our 
love  made  perfect,  that  we  may 
have  boldness  in  the  day  of  judgment  ; 
because,  as  he  is,  so  are  we  in  this 
world.  There  is  no  fear  in  love,  but 
perfect  love  casieth  out  fear  ;  because 
fear  hath  torment.  He  that  feareth 
is  not  made  perfect  in  love.  We  love 
him  because  he  first  loved  us."  "  This 
is  the  love  of  God,  that  we  keep  Ids 
commandments  ;  and  hi?  command- 
ments are  not  grievous." 

From  all  these  passages  it  is  easy 
to  perceive  that  salvation  depends 
upon  our  loving  God  ;  and  that  lov- 
ing God  is  the  keeping  of  his  com- 
mandments ;  and  the  keeping  of  hist 
oommandmen!s  is  the  only  sure  evi- 
dence of  our  really  believing  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ.  Let  no  peisons, 
therefore,  flutter  or  deceive  them- 
selves with  the  idea  that  they  believe 
from  their  heart,  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  or  that  they  are  born  of  God  ; 
or  that  they  have  passed  from  death 
unto  life,  or  that  they  love  God,  un- 
less they  are  certain  that  they  have 
kept  hi*  commandments  and  raying?, 
Millions  are  deceiving  themselves  with 
a  false  faith  and  with  u  false  hope— 
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deluding  themselves  with  tlie  notion  / 
t!iat  they  are  born  of  God,  when  they 
have  not  attended   even  to   the  first  j 
commandments    in    relation    to  their  j 
adoption.     All  such  will  meet  with  a 
bitter  disappointment. 

The  first  effe-ct  of  true  faith  is  a 
sincere,  true,  and  thorough  repentance 
of  all  sins  ;  the  second  effect  is  an  im- 
mersion in  water  for  the  remission  of 
sins;  the  third  is  the  reception  of  the 
ordinance  of  the  laying  on  of  the  hands 
for  the  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  : 
these  are  the  first  commandments  in 
the  Go?pel.  No  man  has  a  saving 
faith  without  attending  to  these  three 
requirements.  No  person  can  be  a 
believer  in  Christ,  in -the  Scriptural 
sense  of  that  term,  without  complying, 
iti  the  strictest  manner,  with  these 
commandments;  without  receiving 
these,  it  will  be  in  vain  for  him  to 
pray  for  a  forgiveness  of  sins,  or  for 
the  baptism  of  the  Spirit,  or  for  salva- 
tion :  and  if  he  flatters  himself  that 
he  loves  God,  or  that  he  can  obtain 
eternal  life  without  obeying  these  first 
commandments,  heis  wofully  deceiv- 
ed. Indeed,  these  are  the  introductory 
principles,  and  the  only  principles  by 
which  men  and  women  can  be  born 
into  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  be- 
come his  sons  and  daughters.  After 
attending  to  thise,  there  are  other 
commandments  for  them  to  obey  ; 
but  if  they  undertake  to  obey  the 
others  first,  they  will  find  their  en- 
deavours unacceptable  in  the  sight  of 
God.  For  instance,  God  requires 
his  sons  and  daughters  to  keep  the 
Sabbath  day  holy  ;  but  no  maB  can 
keep  the  Sabbath  holy,  until  he  has 
attended  to  the  first  three  command- 
jnents  of  the  Gospel,  after  which  he 
can  keep  the  Sabbath  according  to 
.the  mind  of  God,  but  not  before. 
There  are  many  commandments 
which  none  but  those  who  are  born  of 
Godcanluep.  And  for  a  man  to 
undertake  to  keep  tlum  before  attend- 
ing to  the  first  three,  would  be  like 
a  child's  undertaking  to  read  before  it 
had  learned  the  alphabet. 

A  faith,  then,  that  brings  remission 
of  sins  or  justification  to  the  sinner, 
is  that  which  is   connected    with  re- 


pentance and  baptism.  Faith  alons 
will  not  justify  ;  faith  and  repentance 
alone  will  not  justify  ;  faith  and  bap- 
tism alone  will  not  justify  ;  but  faith, 
repentance,  and  baptism  will  justify 
and  bring  remission  of  sins  through 
the  blood  ofChirst.  What  does  Paul 
mean,  when  he  says,  ''  Therefore  be- 
ing justified  by  faith  we  have  peace 
with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  ?  "  He  means  that  faith  is  the 
starling  point — the  foundation  and 
cause  of  our  repentance  and  baptism 
which  bring  remission  or  justificati- 
on ;  and  being  the  cause  which  leads 
to  those  results,  it  is  not  improper  to 
impute  justification  to  faith.  What 
does  that  Scripture  mean  that  says, 
"  If  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy 
mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  be- 
lieve in  thine  heart  that  God  hath  rais- 
ed him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be 
saved.  For  with  the  heart  man  be- 
lieveth  unto  righteousness,  and  with 
the  mouth  confession  is  made  unto 
salvation  1"  It  means  that  real  faith 
in  the  heart  is  that  which  leads  to 
obedience  ;  for  a  man  who  does  not 
obey,  only  has  a  degree  of  faith,  and 
not  a  living  faith  in  the  heart  which  in 
all  cases  will  lead  to  repentance,  con- 
fession, baptism,  laying  on  of  hand?, 
&c.  All  will  admit  that  to  believe 
with  the  heart  leads  to  and  inculdes 
repentance.  Why  not  also  admit  that 
it  includes  every  other  commandment 
of  the  Gospel  ?  Because  believing 
with  the  heart  in  the  resurrection  of 
Christ  is  the  moving  cause  of  obedi- 
ence which  brings  salvation,  it  may 
well  be  said  that  salvation  is  the  result 
of  faith. 

There  has  been  much  dispute'among 
mankind  in  regard  to  justification. 
Some  have  supposed  that  we  are  jus- 
tified by  the  blood  of  Christ  by  sim- 
ple faith  alone,  without  performing 
any  works  either  of  the  law  or  Gos- 
pel. Others  suppose  that  we  are  jus- 
tified by  the  blood  of  Christ  by  sim- 
ply adding  repentance  to  our  faith 
without  any  further  works.  Others 
contend  that  all  mankind  will  be  jus- 
tified arid  saved  through  the  blood  of 
Christ,  without  either  faith  or  works. 
All  these  admit  that  the  atonement  of 
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Christ   is  necessary    to  justification. 
The  only  dispu'e  seems  to  be  in  regard 
to  the  conditions  requited  of  thfl  crea- 
ture by  which  he  receives  the  justifi- 
cation purchased   by    the    atonement. 
Those  who    believe  that    simple  faith 
alone,  without  works,  is  the  only  con- 
dition required,   generally   urge    the 
following  passages  in  support  of    that 
view  :  "  For  if  Abraham    were  justi- 
fied by   works,  he    hath    whereof  to 
glory  ;   but     tiot     before   God.     For 
what  saith  the  scripture  ?     Abraham 
believed  God,  and  it  was  counted  un- 
to   him    for  righteousness.     Now   to 
him  that  worketh  is   the    reward    not 
reckoned  of  grace,  but  of  debt.     But 
to  him  that  worketh  not,    but  believ- 
eth  on  him  that  jflktifiefch  the  ungod- 
ly, his  faith  is    counted  for  righteous- 
ness. Even  a3  David  also  describe? h 
the  man,  unto    whom  God   imputeth 
righteousness  without  works."  (Rom. 
iv.  2 — 6.)     Those  who  believe  works 
necessary  to  justification,   quote  the 
following  :  "  What  doth  it  profit,  my 
brethren,    though  a   man  say  he  liave 
faith,  and  have  not  works  ?  Can  faith 
save   him  ?"  "  Faith,    if  it  hath   not 
works,  is  dead,  being  alone.     Yea,  a 
man  may  say,  Thou  hast  faith,  and  I 
have  works  :  show  me  thy  faith  with- 
out thy    works,  and  I  will  show  thee 
my  faith    by    my   works.     Thou  be 
lievest    that   there  is  one  God  ;  thou 
doest   well  :    the  devils   also  believe 
and  tremble.    But  wilt  thou  know,  O 
vain  man,   that  faith  without  works 
is  dead  ?   Was  not  Abraham,  our  fa- 
ther, justified  by  works,   when  he  had 
offered    Isaac,    his    son,    upon    the 
altar  ?  Seest  thou  how  faith  wrought 
with  his   works,   and  by    works    was 
faith  made  perfect?  And  the  Scripture 
was  fulfilled    which  saith,    Abraham 
believed  God,  and    it   was  imputed 
unto  him    for    righteousness  :  and  he 
was  called  the  Friend  of  God,  Ye  see 
then  how  that  by  works  a  man  is  jus- 
tified and    not  by    faith  only.    Like- 
wise also  was   not  Rahab,  the  harlot, 
justified  by    works,  when  6he  had  re- 
ceived the   messengers,  and  had  sent 
them    out   another    way  ?   For  as  the 


(James  ii.  14  —  26.)    Paul  and  James 
seem    apparently  to    contradict   each 
other  ;  and  this  has  been  the  cause  of 
differences  of  opinion  in  our  day  :  but 
these  apparent  contradictions  can  ea- 
s-ily    be     reconciled,   if   we  take  into 
consideration    the    two  different  sub- 
jects upon  which    they   were  writing. 
Haul    was    writing  to  a   people   who 
were  inclined   to  believe  in  circumci- 
sion, and    other  works  of  the  ancient 
law    which    had    been    done  away  in 
Christ.      And    he    shows  clearly  that 
circumcision    and    many  of  those  an- 
cient laws    were    given    in  the  earlier 
ages,  not  to  take    away   past  sins,  nor 
to  justify   those   to   whom  they  were 
given,  but  for  various  other  purposes  ; 
and  that    by   complying    with    those 
works,   they    did  nothing   more  than 
what    they    were  indebted   to  do,  and 
that  the  reward  attached  to  these  acts 
was  "  not  reckoned   of  grace,  but  of 
debt  ;"  or  in  other  words,  the  reward 
of  grace  is  a  forgiveness  of  past  sins  ; 
but  the    reward   of  debt  is  a  freedom 
from  the  condemnation,    not  of  past 
sins,  .but  of  the  sins  which  would  exist 
in  case  we   refused   to  pay  the  debt  : 
for    instance,  God  commanded  Abra- 
ham to  circumcise  himself  arid  all  the 
males  of  his  house,  not  to  justify  him- 
self or  his  house    ofpnst  sins,  but  for 
another  purpose.     When     this  com- 
mandment   was    given,    it     brought 
Abraham    ursder  obligations    to  obey 
it  ;  it  was  a  debt  he  owed  to  the  Lord  ; 
if  he  paid  it,  there    would  be  no  con- 
demnation arising  from    disobedience 
in  relation    to    that    particular   com- 
mandment, and  he  would  have  the  re- 
ward of  a    clear  conscience,  so  far  as 
the  payment  of  that   particular  debt 
was  concerned  ;    but    in  all  this  there 
is  no  reward  of  grace  manifested  in 
the  forgiveness  of  any  sins  which  mny 
have     previously     been    committed. 
Therefore  as  obedience    to  these  par- 
ticular laws  did    not    bring  remission 
of  sins,  Paul  could  with  propriety  say 
that   Abraham   and    others   were  not 
justified  by    works,   that    is,  by   such 
works  of  the  law  as  circumcision,  Sec, 
which  were  given  for  a  very  different 


body  without   the   spirit    is    dead,  so  j  purpose  than   that  ofjustificaiion.lt 
faith,  without   works,  is  dead  also,"  |  was   rery   neccesary   that   Abraham 
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should  do  ihose  works,  though  they 
were  not  works  intended  to  bring  re- 
mission of  sins  or  justification,  yet  the 
performance  of  them  would  prevent  the 
gin  of  negligence,  and  would  also 
biing  such  blessings  as  were  attached 
to  them  by  way  of  promise.  But 
after  these  bars  and  circumcision 
were  done  away  in  Christ,  then  Paul 
could  s.iy,  "  But  to  him  that  woik- 
eth  not,  but  believeth  on  him  that 
jusiifieih  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is 
counted  for  righteousness."  If  those 
laws  and  ordinances  which  were 
given  to  Abraham  to  perform,  were 
not  intended  to  justify  him  of  his  past 
sin8,muchless  would  ihey  justify  tho6e 
who  lived  after  Christ,  when  they  were 
done  away.  Alter  Christ,  these  works 
given  to  Abraham  to  perform,  were 
not  considered  even  as  a  debt  binding 
upon  any  :  they  were  works,therefore, 
that  would  be  sinful  to  perform.  The 
faith  of  that  man  that  "worketh  not," 
that  is,  that  does  not  perform  works 
that  are  done  away,  "is  counted  for 
righteousness." 

But  as  Abraham  wasjusiified  by 
faith,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  in- 
quire whether  there  were  any  other 
class  of  works,  connected  with  his 
faith,  that  were  of  a  justifying  nature. 
Paul  says,  "  The  Scripture  foreseeing 
that  God  would  justify  the  heathen 
through  faith,  preached  before  the 
gospel  unto  Abraham,  saying  :  In 
thee  shall  all  nations  be  blest." — 
(Gal.  iii,  8.)  From  this  we  learn,  that 
the  same  gospel  that  was  to  justify 
the  heathen  through  faith,  and  bless 
ail  nations,  was  actually  preached  to 
Abraham.  Now  in  the  gospel  there  are 
certain  works  to  be  connected  with 
faith  for  justificatiou  :  by  these  works 
uf  the  gospel,  he  manifested  his  faith 
and  obtained  justification  ;  and  not 
by  the  works  of  the  law,  such  as  cir- 
cumcision, &c.  Paul  says,  "  Faith 
was  reckoned  to  Abraham  for  righ- 
teousness. How  was  it  then  reckon- 
ed ?  when  he  was  in  circumcision  or 
in  uucireomcUion  ?  Not  in  circum- 
cision, but  in  uncircumchion.  And 
be  received  the  sign  of  circumcision, 
a  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  the  faith 
which  he  had,  yet  being  uncircuweis- 


ed  :  that  he  might  be  the  father  of 
all  ihem  that  believe,  though  they  be 
not  circumcisi<d  :  that  righteousness 
might  be  imputed  unto  them  also ; 
and  the  father  of  circumcision  to 
them  who  are  not  of  the  circumcision 
only,  but  who  also  walk  in  the  steps 
of  that  faith  of  our  father  Abraham, 
which  he  had  bung  yet  uncircumcis- 
ed."— (Rom.  iv.  9-l'2.)  From  these 
passages  we  learn,  that  Abraham  was 
justified  before  circumcision,  conse- 
quently the  gospel  of  justification 
must  have  been  preached  to  him  be- 
fore that  law  was  given.  That,  there 
were  works  connected  with  the  gospel 
preached  to  Abraham,  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  all  the  heathen  nations 
who  lived  in  the  Apostles'  days, 
could  be  justified  and  become  his 
children  by  walking,  as  Paul  says, 
"  in  the  steps  of  that  faith  of  our  fa- 
ther Abraham."  There  were  certain 
sleps  pertaining  to  the  gospel  and  faith 
of  Abraham,  in  which  he  walked; 
otherwise  he  could  not  have  been 
justified.  Whatever  works  these  steps 
of  justification  included,  the  very 
same  were  required  of  the  heathen 
after  Christ.  These  steps  of  the  gos- 
pel, since  Christ,  we  have  already 
observed, are  Repentance  and  Baptism, 
which  bring  remission  of  sins  and 
justification,  being  the  resultsof  faith, 
or,  in  other  words,  the  steps  of  faith 
i hat  Abraham  walked  in.  Therefore, 
"  to  him  that  worketh  not"  the 
works  of  circumcision  and  other  laws 
i hat  are  done  awaj',  but  performeth 
the  works  of  the  gospel,  "  his  faith  is 
counted  for  righteousness,"  the  same 
as  Abraham's  was,  who  walked  in  the 
steps  of  the  same  gospel,  and  was 
justified  in  the  same  way.  This  view 
of  the  subject  perfectly  reconciles  the 
teachings  of  both  Paul  and  James, 
aiid  shows  most  clearly  that  both  were 
correct,  when  their  statements  are 
applied  to  the  two  different  subjects 
upon  which  they  were  writing. 

Editor, 

(To  be  continued. j 
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Bepentance. 

Bv  Orson  Pratt,  one  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  of  the  Church  o/Jesus  CHRIST 
of  Latter-day  Saints. 
Uepeinance  is  one  of  ihe  conditions 
granted  to  fallen  man,  through  wliich 
he  is  made  a  partaker  of  the  piuchas- 
cd  gift  and  bit  ssings  of  salvation.  Ite- 
tentance  is  a  sorrow  of  heart  for  all 
past  sins  committed,  and  a  full  con- 
fession unto  the  Lord  of  the  same, 
connected  with  a  covenant  or  pro- 
mise, and  a  fixed  settled  determina 
tion  in  the  mind,  to  sin  no  more. 
Repentance  may  be  considered  under 
the  following  lour  heads  : 

First.— The  evils  and  sins  to  be 
repented  of. 

Second  —The  nature  of  the  sorrow- 
connected  with  true  repentance. 

Third.—  The  confession  Decessary 
for  the  penitent. 

Fourth.— The  promise  and  deter- 
mination  to  sin  no  more. 

We  shall  examine,  First,  The  evils 
and  sins  to  be  repented  of.  Before 
any  one  can  repent,  he  must  be  con- 
vinced of  sin.  Sin  is  a  transgression 
of  the  law.  Without  a  knowledge  of 
the  law,  a  person  cannot  always  dis- 
cern between  good  uud  einf'ul  aciious. 


The  light  that  is  in  every  man  which 
comes  into  the  world,  will  enable  him, 
without  the  aid  of  the  revealed  law, 
fo  distinguish  in  some  small  degree, 
between  good  and  evil.  But  there  are 
many  evils  that  could  not  be  known 
short  of  the  revealed  law.  The  light 
of  conscience  will  make  manifest 
some  of  the  more  glaring  evils;  but; 
this  light  becomes  greatly  obscured 
by  neglect  and  by  constant  violation 
of  its  teachings,  so  much  so,  that 
persons  may  become  almost  or  wholly 
insensiblo  lo  the  dictates  of  con- 
science :  many  actions  which  were 
once  considered  evils,  will  by  con- 
stant habit,  be  considered  virtuous  ; 
while  many  practices  once  consider- 
ed good,  will  by  tradition  and  habit 
be  transformed  into  evils.  A  heathen 
entirely  unacqainted  with  the  re- 
vealed law,  would,  if  he  were  always 
to  follow  the  still  small  voice  of  con- 
science, rocei  ve  more  and  more  light, 
and  be  able  to  discover  many  im- 
portant truths,  and  to  distinguish  be- 
tween virtue  and  vice  more  clearly 
than  those  who  are  constantly  violat- 
ing the  monitor  within  them,  liul 
with  all  the  light  that  he  could  glean, 
independent  of  revelation,  ha  would  be 
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far  from  understanding  the  sinfulness 
of  many  actions,  and  would  be  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  the  nature  of  others 
in  regard  to  whether  they  were  sin- 
ful or  not ;  aud  he  would  also  be 
wholly  uninformed  in  regard  to  a 
future  judgment  and  the  penalties  to 
be  inflicted  upon  sinners  ;  and  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  these  things  lie 
could  not  repent  acceptably  as  the 
gospel  requires. 

It  is,  therefore,  by  the  revealed 
law,  that  we  become  acquainted  with 
good  and  evil  more  fully  j  and  by 
which  we  learn  that  we  are  account- 
able lxeings,  and  must  be  judg- 
ed by  the  law  for  our  doings,  and 
that  the  penalty  of  the  law  must  be 
executed  upon  us,  if  we  have  trans- 
gressed it,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  justice,  unless  we  have 
complied  with  the  conditions  through 
which  mercy  have  claim  upon  us, 
and  may  deliver  us  from  the  justice 
of  the  law.  Paul  says,  •'  I  had  not 
known  sin  but  by  the  law  ;  fori  had 
not  known  lust  except  the  law  had 
said,  thou  shall  not  covet."    (Rom.    7 

-7.) 

Without  the  law,  conscience  does 
not  teach  us  that  to  labour  on  the 
Sibbath  day  is  sinful.  There  is  no 
process  of  reasoning  that  will  teach  h 
heai hen  that  to  labour  on  the  Sabbath 
is  any  more  sinful,  than  labour  per- 
formed on  Monday,  on  Tuesday,  or 
ariy  other  day  of  the  week.  It  is  by 
the  revealed  law,  and  not  by  con- 
science, that  this  sin  is  discovered. 
Conscience  may  teach  the  heathen 
that  to  murder  is  an  evil,  and  human 
laws  may  te&ch  them  that  death  shall 
pe  the  punishment  of  the  murderer. 
Through  feiir  of  ihe  penalties  of  the 
law  and  the  evils  resulting  in  ibis  life, 
tliny  refrain  in  a  great  measure  from 
committing  this  crime  ;  but  they  have 
no  knowledge  of  the  higher  law  against 
murder,  nor  of  the  greater  penalty 
which  will  be  inflicted  upon  the  mur- 
derer beyond  this  life  ;  they  have  no 
knowledge  of  a  higher  Being  who 
will  call  them  to  account  for  that 
crime.  If,  therefore,  they  should  re- 
pent of  murder,   it   would   not   be  for 


the  purpose  of  escapeing  the  penalty 
in  the  uext  life,  nor  for  the  purpose 
of  pleasing  God,  of  whose  laws  they 
know  nothing,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  the  evils  resul  ing  in  this 
present  world.  Such  repentance, 
though  good  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  not 
that  which  the  gospel  requires  j  it  is 
uot  repentance  towards  God,  but  it  is 
a  repentance  tow-nds  man,  in  order 
to  please  man,  and  to  avoid  the  penal- 
ty of  man's  laws. 

There  are  many  among  the  heathen 
who  commit,  adultery  and  fornication 
conscience  does  not  tell  themthaiGod 
is  displeased  with  these  evils;  indeed, 
some  of  them  do  not  consider  these 
to  be  evils,  and  have  no  more  remorse 
of  conscience  in  doing  them,  than 
they  would  have  in  eating  when  they 
were  hungry.  But  when  they  learn 
the  law  of  God,  they  discover  that 
these  are  great  evils,  and  that  the 
punishments  to  be  inflicted  in  the  next 
life  for  these  sins,  are  of  the  most 
fearful  nature.  Without  the  law, 
they  consider  that  all  is  well  ;  but 
when  the  law  is  made  known,  l  hey 
find  themselves  transgressors.  As  the 
Apostle  Paul  says,  "  Without  the  law 
sin  was  dead.  For  I  Was  alive  with- 
out the  law  once  j  but  when  the  com- 
mandment came,  sin  revived,  and  I 
died.  And  the  commandment  whicli 
was  ordained  unto  life,  I  found  to  bo 
anto  deaih.  For  sin,  taking  occa- 
sion by  the  commandment,  deceived 
me,  and  by  it  slew  me.  Wherefore 
the  law  is  holy,  and  the  commandment 
holy,  and  just,  and  good.  Was  then 
that  which  is  good  made  death  unto 
me  ?  God  forbid.  But  sin,  that  it 
might  appear  sin,  working  death  in 
me  by  that  which  is  good  ;  that  siil 
by  the  commandment  might  become 
exceeding  sinful."  (Horn.  7 — 8— - 
13.) 

Where  there  is  no  knowledge  of  the 
revealed  law  of  God,  sinful  actions 
will  not  be  punished  to  the  same  ex'- 
tent,  as  where  the  laws  and  their  pen- 
allies  are  known  :  for  theApos'.lesays, 
"  sin  is  not  imputed  when  there  is  no 
law."  (Rom.  5  — 13.)  That  is,  sin  is 
nut  imputed  to  the  Butne  extent,  and 
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they  are  not  punished  with  the  same 
severity,  us  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  law. 

Henee,  the  Saviour  declares  that  he 
who  knoweth  the  muster's  will  and 
doeth  it  not,  shall  be  beaten  with 
m.iny  snipes  ;  while  he  that  knoweth 
noi,  and  yet  doeth  things  worihy  of 
punishment,  shall  be  beaten  with  few 
stripes.  The  Apostle  also  says,  "  For 
as  many  as  have  sinned  without  law 
shall  also  perish  without  law  ;  and  as 
ninny  as  have  sinned  in  the  law, 
shall  be  judged  by  the  law."  (Rom. 
2—12.)  The  heathen,  therefore,  will 
perish  without  law,  and  be  beaten 
with  few  stripes!  because  they  obeyed 
not  the  light  that  was  in  them  ;  but 
the  penalty  of  the  revealed  law,  will 
not  fully  be  executed  upon  them,  and 
it  will  be  more  tolerable  for  tin  m  in 
the  day  of  judgment,  than  for  those 
who  have  sinned,  having  the  law,  and 
who  are  to  be  judged  by  the  law,  and 
have  the  sentence  of  the  law  executed 
upon  them.  Such,  without  repent- 
ance, will  suffer  eternal  torment  and 
everlasting  banishment  from  the  pre- 
sence of  God.  And  they  will  have 
weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnashing 
of  teeth.  Having  learned  that  man 
is  convicted  of  sin  by  the  law,  let  us 
next  endeavour  to  ascertain  what  sins 
the  present  generation  are  guilty  of, 
in  order  to  learn  whether  they  have 
any  need  to  repent,  We  will,  for 
the  present,  passover  the  sins  of  the 
heathens,  and  enumerate  some  of  the 
evils  existing  among  Christian  na 
tions  where  tiny  have  copies  of  the 
revealed  law,  existing  by  millions, 
and  where  almost  every  family  can 
read  the  sacredpage*  of  the  same.  The 
Divine  law  says,  "Thou  shall  not  kill." 
Now  it  is  not  the  individual  who 
murders  who  alone  is  criminal,  but 
all  those  who  sanction  the  same. 
When  the  saints  were  murdered  in 
Missouri  and  Illinois  by  the  marshal- 
ed hosts  of  the  wicked,  who  were 
urged  on  by  the  highest,  authorities 
of  those  States,  it  is  a  notable  fact 
that  thousands  of  professed  Chris- 
tians, and  many  Christian  minister? 
of  different  denominations,  were  di- 


rectly engaged  in  those  most  wicked 
and  horrid  murders. 

When  the  great  prophet  of  the 
Lord  was  taken  unlawfully  from  hia 
peaceful  avocations,  and  torn  from 
his  family,  and  carried,  with  a  num- 
ber of  others,  into  the  mob  camp, 
and  was  sentenced  to  be  shot  next 
morning,  who  was  it  that  sanctioned 
and  urged  on    these  diabolical  deeds  ? 

We  reply,  that  among,  the  vast 
hosts  of  those  who  made  no  profession 
of  rtligion,  there  were  no  less  than 
Seventeen  preachers  of  different  or- 
ders who  were  in  this  council,  and 
most  strenuously  urged  the  cold 
blooded  murders  of  the  prophet  and 
his  friendB,  in  the  presence  of  their 
own  families  upon  the  public  square. 
Have  these  preachers,  and  the  thou- 
sands of  professors  of  religion  who 
look  such  an  active  part  in  the  foul 
murders  of  the  Saints,  been  disfellow- 
shipped  by  their  brethren  throughout 
the  States?  No,  they  are  still,  the 
most  of  them,  retained  in  the  respec- 
tive Churches  to  which  they  belong- 
ed. J3ut  were  those  who  immediately 
participated  in  these  bloody  persecu- 
tions, the  only  ones  guilty  ?  Were 
there  not  hundreds  of  thousands  in  the 
United  States  and  other  christian  na- 
tions, who  in  their  hearts  sanctioned 
th^se  things,  and  who  still  continue 
tosanctiou  them  ?  Yea,  more,  has  not, 
even  the  general  government  itself, 
indirectly  sanctioned  these  wholesale 
murders  and  robberies,  as  has  been 
most  clearly  manifested  by  their  cold 
and  unfeeling  neglect,  and  their  re- 
fusal to  protect  the' Saints  in  the 
rights  of  American  citizens,  while 
dwelling  in  those  rebellious  states  ? 
Will  the  persons  who  committed  these 
murders  and  shed  the  blood  of  the 
only  prophets  which  God  has  sent  to 
the  earth  for  more  than  a  thousand 
years,  be  the  only  ones  condemned  as 
murderers  in  the  day  of  judgment  ? 
No. Every  person  who  has  in  the  least 
sanctioned  these  things  will  suffer 
with  the  murderers,  unless  they  re- 
pent. The  Saviour  said  that  the  blood 
of  all  the  prophets  which  had  been 
shed  upon,  the  earth, from  the  days  of 
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righteous  Abe],  until  th#  blood  of 
Z. charms,  which  was  shed  between 
the  temple  and  ilie  altar,  should  be 
required  of  that  generation.  Why  ? 
Because  they  sanctioned  the  murder 
of  cotemporary  prophets.  The  ap- 
probation given  to  the  murder  of  the 
prophet  Z^charias,  and  other  prophets 
sent  directly  to  theru,  was  just  as 
wicked  as  though  they  had  actually 
killed  all  the  former  ones.  So  like- 
wise, God  will  require  of  this  nation, 
and  of  every  individual  on  the  earth, 
who  in  the  least  sanctions  the  murder 
of  Joseph  the  prophet,  or  any  of  the 
Saints,  the  blood  of  those  holy  men 
at  their  hands  ;  and  not  only  their 
blood,  but  the   blood  of  every  righte 


divine  lawa.  In  the  Cities  of  Boston, 
Albany,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Nevy 
Orleans,  and  scores  of  others,  that 
might  be  named,  there  are  thousands 
of  female  prostitutes.  Now,  these 
wretched  and  vile  characters  are  sup- 
ported by  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  the  male  population,  who  daily 
and  hourly  commit  crimes  suf- 
ficient to  sink  the  nation  to  the 
lowest  hell,  In  ancient  times  such 
iniquities  brought  swift  Judgment 
upon  the  whole  people  where  they 
were  allowed.  For  one  such  crime 
among  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  God 
commanded  the  other  tribes  to  go  to 
war  with  them  ;  and  the  whole  tribe, 
men,  women,    and  children,  were  cut 


ous  person  that   has    been  shed  upon  I  off,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few. 


the  earth  in  any  age,  will  be  required 
at  the  hands  of  those  among  this  ge- 
neration who  give  countenance  in 
i  heir  hearts  to  these  wickel  deeds. 
This,  therefore,  is  one  among  the  many 
Bins  which  hundreds  of  thousands  are 
guilty  of,  and  of  which  they  must 
heartily  repent,  or  else  the  blood  of 
the  prophets    and    the  Saints  ;    wi 


Does  God  feel  any  different;  towards 
this  sin  now,  from  what  he  did  then  ? 
Is  he  not  unchangeable  iu  regard  to 
his  abhorrence  of  sin?  If  so,  wh-.it 
must  he  his  feelings  to  look  dowu  and 
behold  several  hundred  thousand, 
adulterers,  and  adulteresses,  and 
whoremongers  in  the  American  na- 
tion— a  nation  that  boasts  of  her  mo- 


ascend  up  to  heaven  against  them,  ral  and  Christian  institutions,  and  re- 
and  in  the  great  day  of  judgtnent.they  J  finements  ?  How  is  it,  that  the 
will  receive  their  portion,  not  only  j  heavens  can  withhold  speedy  and 
among  hypocrites  and  unbelievers,but  j  awful  vengeance  from  the  nation  ? 
among  murderers,  whose    deeds  they    Nothing  but  the  few  honest,  sincere. 


have  sanctioned. 

Also,  the  revealed  law  says,  •'  Thou 
skalt  not  commit  adultery."     And  we 
arc  informed   that   those   who  do  this 
evil  are  to  be    punished    with   mur- 
derers.    The  Lord  says,  by  the  mouth 
of  John    the    revelator,  that   "   The 
fearful,  and  unbelieving,  and  the  abo- 
minable, and  murderers,   and  whore- 
mongers, and  sorcerers,  and  Idolaters, 
nnd    all  liars,  shall  have  their  part  in 
the  lake  which  burnetii  with  fire  and 
hrimstone.which  is  the  second  death." 
Now,  when  we  examine  the   present 
iftBteofthe    nations   of   Christendom 
what  do  we  find  ?   We  find  them  con- 
tinually practising  these  great  evils  so 
clearly  and  expressly  forbidden  in  the 
law  of  God.   In  the  city  of  New  York 
alone,  there  are  about  twenty  thousand 
public  prostitutes,  who  procure  their 
loi.-'g  by  a  oo  nit  ant  violation  ^f  these 


and  humble  souls  among  them,  pre- 
vents an  entire  overthrow  and  des- 
truction. When  these  are  gathered 
out,  then  will  come  the  day  of  visita- 
tion and  of  fierce  wrath,  which  has 
been  held  in  reserve  for  a  long  time  j 
then  will  he  quickly  wipe  away  these 
enormous,  wholesale  evils  with  which 
this  choice  land  has  been,  for  a  long 
period,  most  fearfully  and  dreadfully 
polluted.  But  this  nation  is  not  alone 
sunk  down  to  the  lowest  depths  of  de- 
gradation and  wickedness  :  other  na- 
tions, calling  themselves  Christians, 
are  equally  guilty.  In  the  City  of 
London  alone,  there  are  about  nine- 
ty thousand  public  female  prostitutes, 
supported  by  several  hundred  thou- 
sand male  prostitutes  equally  criminal. 
In  Birmingham,  Manchester,  Li- 
verpool, Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  and 
finally  in  all   the  large  towns,   tens 
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of  thousands  get  their  daily  and 
yearly  living  by  the  commission  of 
this  great  crime.  And  what  renders 
these  evils  still  more  abominable  in 
tl>e  sight  of  God,  is  that  they  are 
constantly  taking  place  in  a  land 
of  Bibles,  where  millions  of  copie- 
of  the  divine  law  are  circulated  in 
their  midst,  and  where  all  have  an 
opportunity  of  informing  themselves 
of  the  denunciations  of  heaven  against 
these  iniquities. 

Again,  when  we  cross  over  from 
Christian  England  to  the  European 
nations  on  the  Continent,  the  scenery 
is  still  worse,  and  too  abominable  to 
be  named,  or  even  thought  of,  in  re- 
gard to  the  extent  and  magnitude 
of  these  filthy,  soul-destroying  dens 
of  pollutions. 1 11  many  of  these  nations, 
their  own  statistics  show,  that  above 
half  the  number  of  infants  born  are 
illegitimate,  only  think  of  the  ex- 
tent of  crime  when  in  one  nation, 
comparatively  small,  from  fifty  to  a 
hundred  thousand  illegitimate  chil- 
dren are  annually  born,  which  is,  as 
it  were,  only  an  index  to  the  still 
greater  amount  of  crime  that  does  not 
render  itself  quite  so  apparent. 

It  is  almost  an  astonishment  that 
God  should  have  permitted  these  na- 
tions to  practice  these  great  abomina- 
tions, for  90  many  generations,  with- 
out utterly  destroying  them  from  the 
earth.  And  it  is  al^o  an  astonishment 
that  he  should  condescend  to  send 
a  prophet  with  a  message  to  a 
generation  so  awfully  corrupt  and 
wicked  as  the  present.  They  are  not 
worthy  of  prophets,  or  apostles,  or 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  but  yet  God 
lias  sent  one  of  the  most  glorious 
messages  that  ever  reached  the  ears  of 
mortals,  to  this  very  generation  who 
are  worthy  of  nothing  but  judgment: 
he  has  done  this,  not  because  many 
of  them  will  receive  it,  but  because 
lie  intends  to  pour  out  the  vials  of 
his  wrath  upon  them  ;  and  he  knows 
that  the  rejection  of  so  great  a  mes- 
sage  will  more  speedily  ripen  them 
for  an  entire  overthrow  and  utter 
desolation;  that    Wis    vineyard' may 


no  more  be  cumbered  with  sttch  abo- 
minable trash. 

God  very  well  knew,  that  this  ge- 
neration were  too  far  gone  in  The 
wicked  traditions  of  their  fathers,  and 
su:ik  too  low  in  the  depths  of  wicked- 
ness, to  receive  a  prophet,  or  hearken 
unto  the  voice  of  inspiration  ;  but  he 
knew  i hat  the  rejection  of  prophets, 
and  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  would 
leave  them  without  the  least  excuse, 
when  he  should  arise  up  to  destroy  and 
make  a  full  end  of  wickedness.  Per- 
haps some  may  say  that  tlie-et'reafc 
crimes  are  not  approbated  by  the  ma- 
jority, and  therefore  the  rhajoi'hy 
should  not  suffer  for  the  doings  of  the 
minority.  But  we  reply,  if  the  ma- 
jority do  not  approbate  them,  why  do 
they  not  put  a  final  stop  to  crimes 
of  this  nature?  It  is  the  majoiity 
that  rule  and  make  the  laws  of  the 
land.  Why,  then,  do  not  the  majori- 
ty, through  their  representatives, 
make  laws  for  ihe  utter  abolishment 
of  these  crimes?  They  have  the  con- 
stitutional right,  as  well  as  the  power, 
to  make  such  laws  and  affix  such  pe- 
nalties as  shall  effectually  demolish 
these  criminal  connexions.  The  cri- 
minal code  of  our  country  pretends 
to  be  founded,  in  a  great  measure, 
upon  the  criminal  code  contained  in 
the  divine  oracles.  If  laws  are  made 
against  these  crimes,  why  not  affix  to 
them  the  same  penalties  that  the  great 
divineLaw  Giver  has  ordained  ?  Deaih 
to  both  the  parties  is  the  penalty  of 
the  divine  law.  When  this  penalty 
was  in  force,  in  ancient  times,  it  was 
seldom  that  this  crime  was  commit- 
ted. Let  the  majority  of  the  people 
in  the  several  States  and  Territories, 
elect  such  legislators,  as  will  affix 
the  penalty  of  the  divine  law  to  the 
laws  which  they  enact  against  these 
crimes,  and  they  will  soon  see  a  great 
reformation  ;  and  adulteries  and  cri- 
minal connexions  will  become  as  rare 
as  murders  ;  ewery  den  of  pollution 
throughout  the  land  would  be  broken 
up  ;  no  female  would,  at  the  risk  of 
her  life,  think  of  following  a  practice 
so  criminal  and  vile  ;  the  constant 
practice  of  murder  would  be  no  mom 
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dangerous  than  constant  prostitution 
for  a  living.  Suoli  laws,  and  such 
only,  will  prove  an  effectual  remedy 
against  this  great  crime  which  ha9  so 
fearfully  and  extensively  corrupted 
the  nation.  If  the  majority  do  not 
make  laws  to  effectually  remedy  and 
abolish  the  crime,  then  these  evils 
will,  in  the  day  of  judgment,  be 
answered  upon  their  own  heads,  and 
they  will  be  found  guilty,  for  suffering 
crime3  of  such  magnitude  to  prevail 
throughout  the  country,  when  it  was 
within  their  own  power  to  have  legis- 
lated against  them  with  that  severity 
that  would  have  swept  them  out  of  the 
land.  The  very  fact  that  the  majori- 
ty do  not  make  such  laws,  shows  most 
clearly  that  they  are  guilty  of  appro- 
bating the  evil,  at  least,  in  others,  if 
not  in  themselves  ;  therefore,  in  the 
sight  of  the  Great  Law  Giver,  they 
are  considered  guilty  of  participating 
in  the  same  crimes.  If  the  minority 
would  free  themselves  from  the  same 
condemnation,  they  must  repent.  But 
how  must  they  repent  ?  It  is  not 
within  the  power  of  the  minority  to 
elect  legislators,  therefore,  how  can 
they  remedy  this  evil,  even  if  they 
feel  ever  so  much  disposed  ?  We 
reply,  that  they  can  repent  of  ever 
having  cast  a  vote  for  the  election  of 
a  legislator,  that  would  not  promise, 
before  hand,  that  he  would  use  every 
exertion  to  have  such  laws  passed; 
and  they  can  reform,  by  not  being 
guilty,  for  the  future,  of  usincr 
their  influence  and  vote  for  the  elec- 
tion of  legislators  who  will  not  do 
their  duty  in  this  respect.  This  kind 
of  repentance  and  reformation  will 
save  the  majority  from  the  condem- 
nation that  rests  upon  the  minority  ; 
and  without  such  repentance,  the 
minority,  as  well  as  the  majority, 
will  be  considered,  in  the  great  judg- 
ment, as  beiog  guilty  of  participating 
in  the  same  crimes.  It  was  for  like 
reasons,  that  God  visiter!  in  judg- 
ment, the  whole  tribe  of  Benj nnin, 
and  neaily  extinguished  them  from 
the  face  of  the  earth.  It  was  not 
because  the  whole  tribe  had  been  di- 
rectly guilty  of  thecrime,   but  because 


they  refused  to  bring  the  few  that 
were  guilty  to  justice,  then  fore  God 
held  the  majority.  Yes,  even  the  whole 
tribe,  with  the  exception  of  a  very 
few  responsible  for  the  wicked  acts  of 
the  few  individuals  ;  and  the  same 
penalty  of  death  that  would  have  been 
inflicted  only  upon  the  few  who  were 
immediately  guilty,  was  with  equal 
justice  inflicted  upon  the  whole  who 
refused  to  deliver  up  the  criminals. 
So  likewise,  shall  it  be  with  this  na- 
tion unless  they  do  away  these  abomi- 
nations that  are  in  their  midst :  God 
will  denounce  them  as  being  equally 
guilty  with  those  who  commit  these 
crimes:  and  he  will  inflict  upon  them 
the  same  penalty,  that  should  have 
been  inflicted  upon  the  criminals  ; 
and  he  will  c^sl  them  down  to 
hell  to  dwell  with  such  vile  and 
abominable  characters,  because  they 
did  not  destroy  these  crimes  from 
the  land. 

The  people  of  the  United  states  are 
far  more  guilty  in  this  one  respect, 
than  the  people  in  othergovernments, 
for  here  it  is  the  people  who  make  the 
laws,  through  the  legislators  of  their 
own  chooiing,  consequently  the  peo- 
ple are  responsible,  not  only  for  the 
laws  that  are  made,  but  lor  the  neglect 
to  make  any  laws  that  ought  to 
be  made.  But  in  many  othergovern- 
ments the  people  have  no  choice  in 
the  appointment  of  their  law-givers; 
and  if  the  law  making  department 
make  uujust  laws,  or  refuse  to  make 
laws  for  the  suppression  of  crime,  the 
people  cannot  remedy  the  evil  with- 
out revolutionizing  their  forms  of  go- 
verment.  In  such  cases  the  respon- 
sibility rests  upon  the  individuals 
committing  the  crime,  and  upon  the 
law  making  department  who  do  not 
by  appropriate  laws  suppress  it,  and 
also  upon  all  others  who  approbate 
the  same,  or  do  not  protest  against  it. 

The  people  of  Utah  are  the  only 
onps  in  this  nation  who  have  taken 
effectual  measures,  we  will  not  say  to 
suppress,  for  the  word  is  entirely 
inapplicable  to  them,  but  to  prevent 
adulteries  and  criminal  connexions 
between  the  sexes.    The   punishment 


(  55   ) 


fn  that  territory,  for  these  crimes,  is 
DEATH  TO  BOTH  MALE  AND 
FEMALE.  And  this  law  is  written 
on  the  hearts  and  printed  upon  the 
thoughts  of  the  whole  people.Does  not 
this  righteous  and  just  law  have  its 
desired  effect  upon  them  ?  Yes  !  it 
establishes  vinue  upon  a  permanent 
foundation,  and  deals  out  justice  to 
the  vile  seducer,  adulterer, and  whore- 
monger, so  far  as  it  can  be  dealt  out 
in  this  life  :  it  preserves  the  purity  of 
ihe  morals  of  the  whole  population, 
which  is  essentially  necessary  to  the 
peace,  happiness,  and  prosperity  of 
any  people,  government,  or  nation. 
There,  no  houses  of  ill  fame,  or  pub- 
lic or  private  prostitutes,  can  be 
found  to  corrupt  society,  and  pollute 
the  land.  There,  no  arch  seducer  is 
permitted  to  flatter  the  youag  and 
inexperienced  female,  till  he  has  ruin- 
ed  his  victim  and  left,  her  an 
out  cast  from  society.  There  no  vile 
adulterer  can  creep  into  families  and 
violate  the  sacred  chastity  of 
the  Marriage  covenant.  What 
prevents  these  evils  ?  it  is  the 
righteousness  of  the  people,  and  the 
righteousness  of  their  laws  ;  it  is  the 
love  of  virtue  and  the  fear  of  punish- 
ment combined.  This  is  the  kind  of 
repentance  and  reformation  accept- 
able in  the  sight  of  God  ;  it  is  to  re- 
pent, not  in  word  only,  but  in  deed, 
and  in  truth,  and  in  the  enactment 
of  just  and  equitable  laws  ;  and  in 
the  execution  of  these  laws  upon  the 
transgressor. 

Repentance  is  not  to  ascend  into  a 
finely  cushioned  pulpit,  and  there 
whine  over  the  wickedness  of 
the  people,  without  taking  any  effec- 
tual means  to  reform  or  suppress 
that  wickedness.  Repentance  does 
not  consist  merely  in  pointing  the 
evil  and  professing  to  be  \ery  much 
grieved  that  it  exists,  but  it  consists  in 
refraining  from  the  evil,  and  point- 
ing out  the  remedy  by  which  it  can 
be  corrected,  and  applying  that  re- 
medy, as  far  as  po.-siole,  and  teach- 
ing all  others  to  apply  it.  Utah  is 
uti  example  ;  and  the  virtuous  results 
of   her    wholesome    and     just    laws 


should  induce  the  States  and  other 
Territories  to  follow  in  the  same  virtu- 
ous track.  Let  them  try  it,  and  we 
will  ensure  them  a  much  more  whole- 
some moral  atmosphere;  and  the 
overflowing  floods  of  prostitution 
will  ba  assuaged,  and  the  fountain 
will  dry  up,  and  the  houses  of  ill 
fame  will  be  abolished  ;  and  these 
abominable  evils  will  vanish  away; 
and  the  American  nation  will  be- 
come a  virtuous  people— an  example 
for  all  other  nations  to  follow  ;  and 
God  will  repent  of  the  evil  which  he 
intends  to  bring  upon  them  ;  and  his 
hand  of  Judgment  will  he  lightened, 
and  his  chastisement  will  not  be  so 
heavy  upon  them.  But  if  they  re- 
pent not,  but  permit  these  crimes 
to  continue,  the  Lord  will  surely 
visit  them,  and  will  not  spare,  but 
will  execute  all  his  fierce  wrath 
upon  them,  until  they  shall  cease 
to  be  a  nation  before  him  ;  and  they 
shall  know  that  it  is  the  Lord  against 
whom  they  have  sinned,  and  before 
whom  their  ahominations  have  con- 
tinually been  practised,  in  defiance 
of  his  laws,  and  of  his  holy  and  just 
indignation. 

Among  the  various  evils  forbidden 
by  the  revealed  law,  is  that  of  false- 
hood. God  so  detests  this  evil, 
that  He  has  informed  us,  that 
"  whosoever  loveth  or  maketh  a  lie 
shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake 
which  burnetii  with  fire  and  brim- 
stone." God  is  a  God  of  truth  and 
cannot  lie  without  violating  the  great 
perfections  and  attributes  of  his  na- 
ture, which  if  he  should  do,  his 
power  and  glory  would  cease,  and 
other  beings  who  are  filled  with  all 
the  fullness  of  his  attributes,  would 
succeed  in  his  place.  But  God  know- 
ing all  thiugs,  and  loving  righteous- 
ness and  truth  with  a  perfect  love, 
it  is  impossible  for  him  to  violate  the 
great  unchangeable  principles  of  his 
nature.  Now,  all  those  whoare  per- 
mitted to  dwell  iii  his  presence,  must 
love  truth  as  he  loves  ir,  and  be  as 
stable  and  unchangeable  in  truth 
as  He  is. 

Any  who  arc  otherwise,  can  by  no 
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means  be  permitted  to  dwell  there, 
to  disturb  the  peace,  happiness  and 
confidence,  and  truthfulness  that 
reign  universally  in  those  purely  and 
heavenly  mansions.  The  devil  wa9 
a  liar  from  the  beginning,  and  is  the 
father  of  lies,  and  all  those  who  are 
addicted  to  this  evil,  are  his  children, 
and  will  dwell  with  their  father,  and 
he  miserable,  as  he  is  miserable,  and 
partake  with  him  of  all  the  bitterness 
of  hell,  and  associate  with  liars,  and 
deceivers,  and  every  evildoer.  Be- 
tides the  lake  of  the  into  which  they 
are  c»sr,  they  will  make  an  additional 
hell  of  their  own  by  their  own  demo- 
niac and  malicou*  passions. 
.  To  be  Continued. 

In  the  above  extract  it  is  clearly  shown 
and  pointed  out,  what  true  repentance  con- 
sists of,  and  how  the  humble  penitent  can 
be  cleansed  from  Sin,  through  the  atone- 
ment of  the  blood  of  Christ,  connected  with 
Faith.  Repentance,  and  Bapti-.ni,  all  of 
which,  are  verily  essential  to  Salvation  ; 
and  must  precede  a  remission  of  sins.  Money 
will  not  purchase  these  gifts  through  the 
instrumentality  of  a  priest  or  luwyer  as 
many  suppose,  or  through  the  intercession 
oi  inaii  ur  indulgences.  Jesus  Christ  atoned 
for  the  original  sin  of  Adam's  transgression  ; 
which  roau  could  not  do  I  But  actual  sin 
must  be  atoned  for  by  the  one  who  commits 
it  ;  because  through  the  atonement  wrought 
out  by  the  Saviour  ;  power  is  given  unto  man 
to  repent,  or  else  God  would  never  have 
called  upon  him  to  do  so.  The  many  awful 
sins  is  also  clearly  demonstrated  of  which 
the  Christian  Churches  so  called  are  guilty 
of:  and  tiieir  state  of  rebellion  sguinst  high 
heaven  in  violating  God"s  laws  daily;  and 
trample  them  under  feet  with  the  great- 
est impunity;  and  nothing  short  if  a  uni- 
versal repentance,  will  save  them  from  the 
plagues  and  wrath  to  come;  or  screen 
ihern,  from  the  just  punishments  of  the 
laws  of  Christ,  which  they  have  wilful- 
ly broken,  Mercy  cannot  rob  justice,  or 
judgment  in  the  least,  for  each  will  have 
its  demands.  And  before  there  can  be  any  I 
thorough  repentance  and  reformation  ac-  | 
ceptible  in  the  sight  of  God  ;  it  is  highly 
necessary  to  go  to  the  fountain  head  ;  and 
thoroughly  purge  and  cast  out,  every  ob- 
noxious material  whicli  corrupts  the  whole. 
As  the  laws  of  God  are  just  and  perfect, 
there  is  no  defect  in  them,  but  in  the  pre- 
sumptuous administrators  of  them  ;  who  are 
highly  criminal,  for  neglecting  to  deal  out 
the  rewards  and  punishments  unto  meu  ac- 
cording to  their  merits. 

For  this  express  purpose,  did  the  God  of 
heaven,  anoint  Kings  and  Priests,  to  ad- 
minister in  his  kingdom;  and  to  execute 
righteousness,  and  judgment,  in  his  name: 
and  they  were  made  highly  responsible,  fur 
the  tins   of  the  people,  if  they  neglected  ty 


carry  out  thoia  Saered  ehargts,  committed  te 
them. 

We  must  now  define  the  cause  of  the  in- 
numerable sins,  of  which  the  whole  human 
race  are  guilty,  or  at  least  Christian  nations 
were  we  to  appeal  to  the  Governor,  to  know 
the  reason  why,  he  does  not  put  a  stop  to 
the  many  evil  vices, and  abominations,  com- 
mitted by  his  subjects,  in  open  violation  of 
the  divine  laws  of  God  ;  and  thus  pollute  the 
land  :  he  would  no  doubt  reply  that  it  does 
not  belong  to  his  commission  ;  but  would 
refer  us  to  the  clergy;  and  if  in  like  manner 
put  to  them  ;  they  would  be  ready  to  ex- 
claim, Alas  !  it  is  bejond  our  power  to  sup. 
press  the  evils  !  This  would  be  a  true  ac- 
knowledgment ou  their  part;  but  alto- 
gether uusatisfuctoral  in  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion :  for  many  reasons  which  we  would  state 
had  we  space  to  do  so.  The  first  is  if  they 
are  called  ofGod,  as  was  Aaron  to  administer 
in  the  ordinances  of  God's  hi  use  ;  and  to  be 
iiis  special  messengers,  or  representatives  to 
preach  the  laws  of  righteousness,  in  every 
particular  ;  and  see  that  they  are  carried  out 
minutely,  as  contained  in  the  old  and  new 
testament  ;  why  is  it  they  fail  to  do  it  ?  And 
at  the  same  time,  reconcile  the  neglect  of 
such  important  duties  ;  and  the  mnsc 
solemn  obligations  which  they  profess  to 
have  received,  from  tiie  God  of  heaven,  the 
giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift?  Se- 
condly, why  have  they  failed, to  execute  judg- 
ment upon  the  transgressors  ;  and  suffer 
the  whole  nation  to  become  polluted,  thro' 
the  neglect  of  duty  on  their  part,  in  suffering 
the  liar  and  adulterer,  to  roam  at  large, 
without  taking  any  effectual  measures  to 
subdue,  the  gratification  of  those  evil  pro- 
pensities ;  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  society  ; 
called  by  the  sacred  name  of  the  Deity  ;  who 
hateth  sin  with  a  perfect  abhorrence  and  can- 
not look  upon  sin,  with  the  least  degree  of 
allowance?  Thirdly  if  they  cannot  subdue 
unruly  members  in  their  several  churches  ; 
why  do  they  administer  that,  which  ought 
to  be  holy,  unto  the  dogs  ;  and  to  the  abomi- 
nable, when  the  scriptures  strictly  forbid  it? 
Our  Saviour  said  "Every  branch  that  benretli 
not  fruit  my  father  taketh  away:'  Jno.  15—2 
"  For  what  fellowship  hath  righteousness 
with  unrighteousness?  and  what  communion 
hathlight  with  darkness?  2  Cor.6-14.  These 
two  cannot  associate  together  ;  except  the 
one  become  subject  to  the  other  :  for  to 
"  Whom  ye  yield  yourselves  servants  to  obey 
his  servants  ye  are  to  whom  ye  obey  ;  whe- 
ther of  sin  unto  death,  or  of  obedience  un- 
to righteousness.  Rom.  6—16.  If  the  trans- 
gressor is  not  punished  for  his  misdeeds  he 
takes  it  for  granted  that  it  is  no  particular 
sin  to  do  so  :  and  so  he  goes  from  a  little  to 
much,  and  finally  becomes  the  prey  of  the 
devil,  and  becomes  his  captive,  well  secured 
iu  his  cunning  grasps.  While  on  the  other 
hand;  if  he  was  dealt  with  according  to  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  and  chastized  for  his  deed?, 
it  would  teach  him  obedience;  and  produce 
a  Godly  fear  in  his  heart,  to  sin  no  mora 
and  heartily  repent,  of  all  his  former  sins  be- 
fore God,  and  thus  it  would  be  the  means  of 
saving  many  souls  from  hell.— To  becontinucd 
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